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Leaders in Charity
ARMORY CENTER 

FOR THE ARTS
Leslie A. Ito 

Executive Director

Leslie A. Ito is executive director 
of the Armory Center for the Arts in 
Pasadena. 

Prior to this position, she was 
president and CEO of the Japanese 
American Cultural and Community 
Center, program director for Arts and 
Health at the California Community 
Foundation, and director of Grant 
Programs at the Los Angeles County 
Arts Commission. 

Earlier in her career, Ito served 
as executive director of Visual 
Communications and as program 
associate in the Media, Arts Culture 
Division at the Ford Foundation in 
New York. She currently serves as a 
community trustee for the Durfee 
Foundation. 

A native of Pasadena and a Yonsei, 
fourth-generation Japanese American, 
Ito attended Stanford University 
Graduate School of Business’ Executive 
Program for Nonprofit Leaders. She 
received a master’s in Asian American 
Studies from UCLA and a bachelor’s in 
American Studies from Mount Holyoke 
College. Ito and her partner, Steven 
Wong, have two teens and a timid 
Doberman.

ADVENTIST HEALTH GLENDALE 
FOUNDATION

Elizabeth LaBorde 
President of Philanthropy

In June 2021, Elizabeth LaBorde 
joined the Adventist Health Glendale 
Foundation as president of philanthropy.

In this role, LaBorde leads initiatives 
to enhance critical healthcare services 
for the community, including the 
successful completion of a $2.65 million 
campaign for The Sam and Grace 
Carvajal Comprehensive Breast Center 
to ensure Adventist Health Glendale’s 
116-year history of healing and service 
to its communities can continue and 
expand.

ABILITYFIRST
Lori Gangemi 

CEO

Lori Gangemi has been CEO of 
AbilityFirst since 2004 and has 
spearheaded its growth from a $12 
million to $20 million organization. 

She leads a staff of 270 employees 
across L.A. County who provide a variety 
of programs designed to help more than 
1,700 children and adults with develop-
mental disabilities achieve their person-
al best. 

In 2020, AbilityFirst merged with 
FVO Solutions resulting in expanded 
programs. The organization also 
launched three new community-based 
programs between 2017 and 2020: 
College to Career, ExploreAbility and 
PossAbility. 

Gangemi earned her bachelor’s 
degree in communications from 
Washington State University and has a 
35-year track record of success in the 
nonprofit arena. 

For more than a decade, Gangemi 
has been active in Vistage, a CEO peer 
advisory group. She is also a longtime 
member of the Organization of Women 
Executives and the Los Angeles Coalition 
of Service Providers, a collaboration 
among organizations serving individuals 
with disabilities in L.A. County. 

SERVING CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES

CANCER SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY PASADENA

Patricia Ostiller 
Executive Director

Patricia Ostiller serves as Executive 
Director of Cancer Support Community 
Pasadena. She joined the organization 
in 2015 as its Development Director 
and assumed her current position in 
February 2020.  

She is passionate about serving 
those in the San Gabriel who are facing 
a cancer diagnosis. “We live in a shared 
community and it’s important to take 
care of those who are ill. If everyone 
took care of their little corner of the 
world, imagine where we’d be. CSCP is 
my corner.”

Patricia is committed to fostering a 
community of inclusion at CSCP where 
people of all races, ethnicities, and 
income levels can find free programs 
and services as they move forward with 
a cancer

diagnosis.
Born and raised in Indiana, Patricia 

holds a law degree from Loyola Law 
School in Los Angeles and earned a 
bachelor’s degree at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Ill. 

A resident of Altadena, she has been 
married to Steve Ostiller for 37 years, 
and they have two adult children, Nick 
and Kimberly. 


