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EXPLORING

‘Secrel Slairs” an uplifting L.A. history path

The pandemic had

some people climbing %y
the walls. Me, I climbed
stairs. p -

Of the 42 walks in &
“Secret Stairs: A Walk-
ing Guide to the Historic David
Staircases of Los An- Allen

geles,” it had taken me Column:

10 years to accomplish
just under half of them.
Over the past year, with my
weekends suddenly cleared of
social or cultural engagements,
1zoomed through the rest, as
well as an equal number in the
related book “Walking L.A."
The self-guided, roughly

one-hour “Secret Stairs”  sic Box” Steps in Silver Lake. To
walks, largely around
Echo Park, Silver Lake
and the Hollywood

o~ Hills, were just the tonic  to join me on my victory lap.
I needed: a change of
scene, outdoor exercise, a ter, meets me one morning

challenge, a goal.

ist 1 knew I was taking
my “Secret Stairs” quest
seriously when, for La-
bor Day weekend last year, I got trouper, making the 2-mile
amotel in Santa Monica in part loop, which included 689 steps
to knock off walks in Rustic
Canyon and Pacific Palisades.
After recently completing 41
of the 42 walks came the one I'd  grabber to pick up trash along
been saving for last: the “Mu-

make an occasion out of it, I ex-
tended an invitation to “Secret
Stairs” author Charles Fleming

Fleming, L.A's stair mas-

last week at the walk’s starting
point, Cafe Tropical on Sunset
Boulevard, with his dog. Bis-
cuit is 100% mutt but also 100%

up or down, without complaint.
A member of the Silver Lake
Litter League, Fleming totes a
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Charles Fleming
picks up litter
while walking one
of Los Angeles’
old public
staircases with
his dog, Biscuit,
on Aug. 10
Fleming's walking
quide, “Secret
Stairs,” gained
renewed interest
during the
pandemic when
indoor exercise
was curtailed.
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AbilityFirst participant Hanna-John showcases his skills during a ribbon-cutting event to celebrate AbilityFirst's merger
with FVO Solutions Inc. at Ability First in Pasadena on Friday.

DOUBLING UP ON
HELPING DISABLED

Nonprofits AbilityFirst, FVO Solutions Inc., which provide critical services, merge

By Brennon Dixson
bdixson@scng.com

With 95 years of experience
and more than 50 years in Pas-
adena, two nonprofit organiza-
tions, AbilityFirst and FVO Solu-
tions Inc., celebrated a successful
merge during a ribbon-cutting
ceremony thi:

Local dignitaries such as Rep.
Judy Chu, D-Monterey Park, state
Sen. Anthony Portantino, D-La
Canada Flintridge, and Pasadena
City Council members were but a
few of the those on hand to cel-
ebrate the new alliance between
AbilityFirst and FVO Solutions,
which have traditionally focused
on delivering critical support ser-
vices to residents with develop-
mental disabilities in Los Ange-
les County.

During the ic, the

week.

community and those they
serve were unable to recognize
NONPROFITS » PAGES

An AbilityFirst participant gives a tour of the facility during a ribbon-cutting event

to celebrate AbilityFirst's merger with FVO Solutions Inc. The nonprofit focuses on
delivering services to those with developmental disabilities in L.A. County.

PAWS AND THE CITY

A little cal trivia as you con:

The spring and summer ~ as quickly as possible to
months are the busiest for make room for more litters

animal shelters
because of the
number of Kittens
being born.
That’s espe-
cially true for the
past couple of
weeks, and our
team is work-
ing hard to pro-
vide thebest  Jack

coming in by the day.

I might be a little
biased since my as-
trological sign is Leo,
but I do think cats
are the most fascinat-
ing creatures in the
world. Here are some
fun facts:

* The oldest known
pet cat existed 9,500

. Hagerman
care possible for o Ber " years ago.
these adorable ¢ Originally, it was
furballs until we thought that Egyp-
can find place- tians i the cat.

ment for them. But we're  But

in 2004, French ar-

nearing our capacity and  chaeologists discovered a

need to get them adopted
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Sara (A499243) is a rather calm kitty with rather relaxed
eyes. The 5-month old kitten has a black dot on her nose
that points to a black dot on her chin surrounded by a field
of white. She is a beautiful cat ready for a new home that
is willing to give her time and space to get adjusted.

LAVERNE

City has
picked
new fire
chief

Christopher Nigg, currently the
fire marshal for Fullerton and
Brea, officially takes over Aug. 30

By Javier Rojas
jrojas@scng.com

After more than two years of revolving interim
leadership, the La Verne Fire Department has a
new chief.

The City Council on Monday unanimously ap-
proved hiring Christopher Nigg, a 20-year vet-
eran of fire and emergency med-
ical services, to lead the depart-
ment. Nigg, currently fire marshal
for the cities of Fullerton and
Brea, is expected to step into his
new role Aug. 30.

“I.am honored to have been se-
lected as La Verne's incoming fire
chief,” Nigg said in a news release
‘Wednesday. “I intend to deliver
steadfast and inclusive leadership
to this great Fire Department. The collaborative
efforts ahead will work to best position the de-
partment so that its proud firefighters can pro-
vide a sustainable yet innovative service model
for the community’s needs.”

Nigg’s background includes experience in fire
department operations and administration, fire
prevention, community risk reduction and emer-
gency management. He also has served as pres-
ident of the Orange County Fire Marshals and
president of Fullerton Fire Management Associ-
ation, among other positions.

At the La Verne council meeting Monday,
Mayor Tim Hepburn said hiring Nigg will be-
gin to stabilize the embattled Fire Department,
which has seen years of constant turnover. In
June, fire personnel within the department de-
parted for other opportunities after the coun-
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RIO HONDO COLLEGE
Coronavirus vaccinations are now
fatory for stud |

Following in the footsteps of many colleges,
Rio Hondo College is now requiring mandatory
vaccinations for all students and college em-
ployees to slow the spread of coronavirus and
its variants.

Voting unanimously on Wednesday, the
school’s governing board approved the require-
ment which will take effect for the fall 2021 se-
mester, which starts today.

“Rio Hondo College takes the safety and wel-
fare of our community very seriously, and vac-
cinations against COVID-19 will go a long way
in making sure everyone on our campus is
safe,” Superintendent/President Teresa Drey-
fuss said in an emailed release. “We are com-
mitted to providing a secure learning environ-
ment to our students and we believe this man-
datory vaccination, coupled with our safety
updates, will ensure safety against the virus.”

The college also will host a free walk-up vac-
cine clinic on campus in lot C from noon to 4
p.m. on Sept. 1. The clinic, in partnership with
the Office of Los Angeles County Supervisor
Hilda L. Solis and Curative (a coronavirus vac-
cine provider), will be available to anyone 12
and older. More information can be found at
riohondo.edu/vaccine/.

— Mike Sprague
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CALIFORNIA

Uber’s ballot win on driver pay voided by judge

By Josh Eidelson and
Peter Blumberg
Bloomberg

A California state judge
struck down a voter-ap-
proved ballot measure
bankrolled by Uber Tech-
nologies Inc., Lyft Inc.,
DoorDash Inc. and In-
stacart Inc. that declared
drivers for the companies
were independent contrac-
tors.

Proposition 22, which
passed in a statewide vote
in November, exempts the
so-called gig economy
businesses from a state
labor law requiring more
companies to hire workers
as employees and provide

them benefits.

The judge found that
Proposition 22’s provi-
sions tying the legisla-
ture’s hands regarding
which workers are cov-
ered by worker’s compen-
sation law, and regarding
collective bargaining in fu-
ture gig work, violate the
state’s constitution.

“If the people wish to
use their initiative power
to restrict or qualify a
‘plenary’ and ‘unlimited’
power granted to the leg-
islature, they must first do
so by initiative constitu-
tional amendment, not by
initiative statute,” Alam-
eda County Superior Court
Judge Frank Roesch said

in the ruling issued Friday.
Uber vowed to appeal
and said it expects to win.
“This ruling ignores the
will of the overwhelming
majority of California vot-
ers and defies both logic
and the law,” Uber spokes-
person Noah Edwardsen
said in an email. “Mean-
while, Prop. 22 remains
in effect, including all of
the protections and bene-
fits it provides independent
workers across the state.”
The California attorney
general’s office, which de-
fended Proposition 22 in
court, didn’t immediately
respond to a request for
comment.
University of California

Hastings law professor
Veena Dubal said the rul-
ing is an “important first
decision in what will end
up being a very consequen-
tial legal battle.”

The California workers
compensation law issues
presented in the case are
relatively novel, making
it harder to predict what
will happen on appeal, said
Dubal, who supported the
plaintiffs in a friend-of-
the-court filing. “There’s
not a lot of case law here
to draw on,” she said.

Uber, Lyft, DoorDash,
and Instacart spent about
$200 million on the cam-
paign to pass the measure,
which deems app-based

drivers contractors while
providing them some al-
ternative perks.

Read more: The Gig
Economy Is Coming for
Millions of American Jobs

Along with shielding the
companies from liability in
California, where the state
attorney general has been
suing Uber and Lyft for not
providing drivers with em-
ployment benefits like the
state’s hourly minimum
wage, the ballot measure
was an important boon for
the firms in their efforts to
deter state and federal law-
makers and officials else-
where from targeting their
business models.

A coalition including

Uber and Lyft has peti-
tioned to place a similar
measure on the ballot in
Massachusetts, and the
companies have held talks
in New York aimed at forg-
ing a compromise that sup-
porters said would help
head off a ballot box bat-
tle like in California.

“For two years, driv-
ers have been saying
that democracy can-
not be bought,” Bob
Schoonover, president of
the Service Employees In-
ternational Union Cali-
fornia State Council, one
of the plaintiffs, said in a
statement. “And today’s
decision shows they were
right.”

MANHATTAN BEACH

Beach volleyball tournament kicks off

By Chris Haire
chaire@scng.com

The AVP Manhattan
Beach Open got underway
on Friday — with Olympic
gold medalists April Ross
and Alix Klineman spiking
the competition in their first-
round match.

Klineman is a Manhattan
Beach native and she and her
partner, Ross, took home the
gold in beach volleyball dur-
ing the Tokyo games earlier
this month.

They will now try to win
a three-day beach volleyball

tournament on Klineman’s
home courts.

She and Ross stopped by

Manbhattan Beach on Thurs-
day as well. They met with lo-
cal officials, with Klineman
saying the ability to practice
at her hometown’s beach
courts helped pave the way
to her success.

The pair won the Man-
hattan Beach Open in 2018
and came in second in 2019.
There was no Manhattan
Beach tournament last year
because of the coronavirus
pandemic. The 2021 iteration
runs through Sunday.

PHOTO BY AXEL KOESTER

Olympic gold medalists April Ross and Alix Klineman win their
opening match at the AVP Manhattan Beach Open against
Falyn Fonoimoana and Geena Urango in three sets on Friday.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Bear wanders from forest to Pasadena backyard

By Ruby Gonzales
rugonzales@scng.com

A male bear left the for-
est and wandered several
miles south to a Pasadena
neighborhood where it took
anap in a backyard on Fri-
day.

Fish and Wildlife offi-
cials shot the bear with a
tranquilizer dart, tagged
him and took him back to
the forest, according to city
spokeswoman Lisa Derde-
rian.

The bear is an adult and
about 200 pounds, Re-
becca Barboza, a biolo-
gist with Fish and Wildlife
said. Their biologist at the
scene said it was healthy,
she added.

The ursine visitor ended
up north of the 210 Freeway.

A resident spotted the
bear in a backyard in the
3200 block of Mataro Street
around 8:30 a.m., Derde-
rian said. It was snoozing a
few houses down from the
Best Buy on Foothill Bou-
levard and Sierra Madre
Street.

Another resident, James
Farr. said he’s shocked the

COURTESY OF JAMES FARR

A bear turned up in the 3200block of Mataro Street in
Pasadena and took a nap in a backyard on Friday. Fish and
Wildlife officials tranquilized the bear and took him back to

the forest.
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“I walked out and there
it was by the gate,” Farr
said. “It was at the gate and
went back. I guess it went
to sleep.”

The bear woke up, got
darted by Fish and Wild-
life, then jumped north of
Mataro Street into a yard
on La Tierra Street, where
the drug took effect, accord-
ing to Derderian.

Farr said the bear
jumped a tree and ended
up on a roof.

“You could see it dozing
and kind of nodding. Then
it lost balance. It must have
fallen 10 feet,” Farr said.

Barboza didn’t know how
many bears are in the Ange-
les National Forest. A study
on the bear population in
the forest has just started,
she said.

But statewide, she said,
the bear population has
nearly tripled in 30 to 40
years.

“The animals are dis-
persing into urban ar-
eas,” Barboza said. “We
can’t say for sure it’s due to
the drought.”

She said there are sources
of water in the forest.

CALIFORNIA

Some slate prison
workers ordered
to get vaccinated

By Janie Har
The Associated Press

SANFRANCISCO » Guards,
janitors, administrators
and other California cor-
rections personnel who
don’t provide health care
services directly but who
may be exposed to the
coronavirus will now be
required to get vaccinated
under a new state public
health order released this
week.

The public health or-
der issued Thursday
builds upon an earlier or-
der requiring that an esti-
mated 2.2 million health-
care workers in Califor-
nia, whether private or
public employees, be fully
vaccinated by the end of
September. Workers can-
not opt out by agreeing to
weekly testing.

The latest order, in-
volving prisons, jails and
other detention facilities,
requires people who pro-
vide health care services
to inmates, prisoners or
detainees to be fully vac-
cinated by Oct. 14. That
also includes “persons not
directly involved in deliv-

ering health care, but who
could be exposed to infec-
tious agents that can be
transmitted in the health
care setting,” such as cor-
rectional officers, mainte-
nance workers and laun-
dry staff.

It’s unclear how many
people this will affect.
Neither California’s De-
partment of Public Health
nor the state’s Depart-
ment of Corrections and
Rehabilitation could pro-
vide more details Friday.
The office of Gov. Gavin
Newsom did not respond
to an email seeking more
information.

Previously, the governor
announced vaccination re-
quirements involving state
workers and school em-
ployees.

Even union leaders
were in the dark.

Glen Stailey, president
of the California Correc-
tional Peace Officers As-
sociation, said through
spokesman Nathan Bal-
lard on Friday that the
union is “awaiting CDCR’s
plan for implementation of
the order and the impact
to our members.”

Nonprofits

this notable milestone
in both these nonprof-
its’ history, however vac-
cines made it possible for
a small group to welcome

in the next chapter of care

in Pasadena, organiz-
ers said prior to Friday’s
event.

“As we celebrate more
than 95 years of service,”
a news release said, “we
are focusing our efforts on
programs that are proven
to have the greatest im-
pact on a person’s suc-
cess.”
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families connect in time of sorrow.
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