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––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  UV –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

THIS YEAR’S GOURMET FOOD AND DRINK EVENT 
BRINGS THE LIVE EXPERIENCE INTO YOUR HOME!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 2021 @ 6PM PST
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

FEATURING LIVE CHEF DEMONSTRATIONS, DRINK 
PAIRINGS, AN ONLINE AUCTION AND WONDERFUL 

STORIES FROM ABILITYFIRST PARTICIPANTS AND
THEIR FAMILIES AND MUCH MORE!

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  UV –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

With proceeds benefiting programs supporting children and adults with disabilities
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Proud to Support

AbilityFirst Food 
& Wine Festival

WELCOME LETTER 

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 2021 AbilityFirst Food & Wine Festival!

For 47 years AbilityFirst has hosted this wonderful event in the fall.  
Since 2021 is different in so many ways, we thought why be locked into  
what we’ve done in the past? We look forward to your feedback on  
this new time of year!

Tonight, we will feature inspiring stories from AbilityFirst participants  
and their families, lively chef demonstrations plus a delicious signature 
cocktail that you are invited to make during the program! 

Your donations to the Food & Wine Festival allow AbilityFirst to  
continue its mission of helping people with developmental disabilities 
reach their personal best. Throughout the pandemic, our in-person  
and remote programming has kept individuals and families safe, all  
while staying connected and engaged. 

We hope you enjoy the virtual show! Please bid often and bid high  
and we look forward to seeing you in person hopefully, very soon! 

Sincerely, 

Steve Brockmeyer	 Lori Gangemi	 		   
Chair, Food & Wine Festival   	 CEO AbilityFirst 
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MISSION
AbilityFirst provides programs  
and services to help children  
and adults with disabilities  
realize their full potential  
throughout their lives.

 VISION
At AbilityFirst, our vision  
is of a society that values  
each individual and  
provides the opportunity  
for all people to lead full  
and productive lives.

VALUES 
Trust - Belonging - Personal Best 
AbilityFirst stands for and alongside people  
with developmental disabilities and their  
families. We create a welcoming environment 
where everyone feels they belong and are  
valued. Our first consideration is always for  
the well-being of our participants and –  
through the mutual trust that we share –  
each person is supported to achieve his  
or her personal best. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wendy Lees, Chair

David Saeta, Vice Chair

Randall “Randy” Repp, Treasurer

Kathryn Sanders Platnick, Secretary

Will Craig, Member at Large

Steve Brockmeyer 

Ray C. Cherry 

Mike Dokmanovich 

Tom Fenchel 

Richard R. Frank 

Lauren Hom 

Willan “Will” Johnson 

John Kelly 

Mary J. Spellman 

Louis F. Teran 

Harlan Thompson 

Patricia Vick

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Lori Gangemi, Chief Executive Officer

Keri Castaneda, Chief Operating Officer

Kashif Khan, Chief Financial Officer

Lauren Rayner, Chief Development Officer

HONORARY CHAIRS

Jane Kaczmarek

Lee Meriwether

Lauren Potter

Jaclyn Smith

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS

Marshal Chuang

Jim Douglass

Berlinda Fontenot-Jamerson

William A. Hawkins

Jay Henneberry

Jon Kmett

Ralph Laster

Don Nollar

Tom Polenzani

Angela J. Reddock

David M. Seastrom

Sanford L. Smith

Jonathan Y. Thomas

AbilityFirst (established in 1926 as the Crippled Children’s Society) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
(Federal Tax ID #95-1690983) that provides programs and services to help children and 
adults with disabilities reach their full potential. To learn more, visit www.abilityfirst.org  

ABILITYFIRST LEADERSHIP
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SUNDAY JUNE 6, 2021

6PM – The virtual event goes live on  
the AbilityFirst YouTube channel

FEATURING

Chef demonstrations

The Food & Wine Signature Cocktail 

Inspiring stories from AbilityFirst  
individuals and their families

PROCEEDS BENEFIT

AbilityFirst programs and services  
supporting children and adults with  

developmental disabilities

Anonymous

Devon Anderson 

Steve Brockmeyer

Will Craig 

Richard Frank 

Gail Schaper Gordon

Emilie Hoyt 

Jackie Kibler

Lynn Kronmann

Mark and Phaedra Ledbetter

Wendy Lees 

Joe Longo

Bill Lewis & Ken Turknette

Pat McKiernan 

Don Nollar 

Denise Petitfils 

Louis Teran 

Chris Waldheim

Greg Wood

Heather Young

Art Villar

THANKYOU 

TO OUR GENEROUS TABLE HOSTS
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THANKYOU 

TO OUR SPONSORS 

THANK YOU 

TO OUR PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS

––––––––––––––––––––––––– UV –––––––––––––––––––––––––

PRESENTING SPONSORS

––––––––––––––––––––––––– UV –––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––– UV –––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––– UV –––––––––––––––––––––––––

BISTRO SPONSORS

CAFE SPONSORS

CBB Bank

Rotary Club of Beverly Hills

CHEF SPONSORS

Bank of America

Los Angeles Board of Supervisors Hilda Solis

NFP Retirement

Sierra Auto

SPECIAL THANKS
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Tonight, we are hoping to raise $40,000 for professionally installed shade 
sails in our adult patio along with durable patio furniture in the courtyard, 
at the Lawrence L. Frank Center in Pasadena. We are looking forward to 
welcoming individuals back to our center very soon, which has been updated 
for their use. Because they’ll be here this summer and outdoor activities  
will need to be increased due to COVID 19 safety protocol, the patio and 
courtyard will be highly used! 

The health and safety of participants and staff is of utmost importance to 
AbilityFirst. We hope you would agree with this urgent need! You can  
donate right now, very easily, by using the TEXT TO GIVE information 
at the top of this page. 

Please help us raise $40,000 for these essential items so our staff and  
participants will remain safe – all while having FUN! 

DONATE

TEXT ABILITYFIRST2021 TO 243725

AUCTION RULES

Silent Auction opens on Auction opens on June 2, 2021 at 12PM PST 
and closes on June 8 at 8PM PST.
Payment in full is mandatory at the end of the event.  Payment options are as follows:

• �CREDIT CARD: Credit cards accepted are VISA, MasterCard, American  
Express and Discover Card.

All auction items have been donated and may not be exchanged. All sales are final. 
Values indicated on auction items are estimates only and are not warranted by  
AbilityFirst for tax purposes or general values. AbilityFirst makes no warranties or 
representations of any kind with respect to any items or services sold. 

• An accepted bid is a legal contract. 

• All items require a minimum bid, as noted on the items page.

• �Please respect the minimum bid and increment amounts. Each bid must equal  
or exceed the minimum increase required for the item. 

•� �Should the final bid not reflect the increment amount indicated, the preceding  
bid will be honored. 

• �The person bidding on items containing alcohol must be 21 years of age or older. 

• �All winning bids must be paid at the close of the auction with VISA, MasterCard, 
American Express or Discover. 

• �The listed value of the auction item is the contributor’s estimate and not warranted 
by AbilityFirst. 

• All sales are final. There will be no refunds. 

• �All amounts in excess of the estimated retail value of the package or item may  
be deducted for tax purposes as a charitable contribution. 

• �Proceeds from the auction support programs and services provided by AbilityFirst  
for children and adults with physical and developmental disabilities. 

The highest bid at the closing time will constitute the winning bid. Winner will have 
five business days from notification to claim prize. If prize is unclaimed after five 
business days, the winner will forfeit auction item and will be responsible for monies 
outstanding.

The pick-up window for auction items is June 10-11, 2021 from 10am-2pm from the 
parking lot of AbilityFirst Headquarters at 1300 East Green Street, Pasadena, CA 
91106. After this date, we will contact donors and arrange pick up or delivery  
of unclaimed auction items. 
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AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

ITEM #13 – MEXICAN ESCAPE! 

7-night stay for 2 adults in one of the following Mexican cities: Acapulco, Cancun- 
Riviera Maya, Nuevo Vallarta, Los Cabos. Donated by: Anonymous; Value: $4,550

ITEM #1 – BIG BEAR GETAWAY*

Five Summer days OR Three Winter days in a 3-bedroom cabin. Located just 
three blocks from Snow Summet Resort. Donated by Tom & Elizabeth Polenzani, 
Tom & Kim Polenzani; Value: $1,200. 

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

ITEM #9 – I HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE!

Two weeknight stay in a 2-bedroom renovated cottage at Enriquez Wine Estates 
in Santa Rosa. Includes tastings at 2 area wineries – Donated by: Enriquez Wine 
Estates, Cline Family Cellars, DaVero Farms & Winery – Value: $1,520

ITEM #12 – TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME

4 tickets in the “player family seating section” to a 2021 Los Angeles Dodger’s 
game, signed baseball by LA Dodger pitcher Dustin May.  Donated by: Beverly 
Hills Sports Council, Joseph Longo; Value: $2,500
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AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

ITEM #5 – CHEERS TO BEERS!

Golden Road Brewing has been brewing delicious craft beer since 2011. Based in 
Los Angeles with locations in Atwater Village, downtown Los Angeles, Anaheim, 
Huntington Beach and Sacramento, Golden Road’s year-round offerings include 
Mango Cart Wheat Ale, Hazy Pup IPA, Golden State Cerveza and Fruit Cart 
Hard Seltzer. Donated by Golden Road Brewing; Value: $1000
• �Private virtual beer tasting with Golden Road Certified Cicerone Beer Educator
• 1 hour via Zoom
• 6 kinds of beer along with Pairing suggestions
• Beer included for up to 6 people

ITEM #4 – PUPPY LOVE!  

Adopt a 14-week-old puppy with donated services and a doggie basket.  
Donated by Hand in Paw Rescue, Pasadena Pet and Jen Wong; Value: Priceless

Anonymous 
Beverly Hills Sports Council 
Blaze Pizza 
Boston Court 
Boxing Cat Entertainment 
Cesare Safieh 
City National 
City of Pasadena 
Cline Family Cellars 
Damon’s Steakhouse 
DaVero Farms & Winery 
Descanso Gardens 
Detox Day Spa 
Dunes West Golf and  
River Club 
East West Players 
Eaton Canyon Nature 
Center 
EazyHold 
Enriquez Estate Wines 
Frida Pickle Flower Shop 
Golden Road Brewery 
Hand in Paw Rescue 
Hollywood Wax Museum 
In-N-Out Burger Foundation 
IP Casino Resort & Spa 
Irvine Park Railroad 
Jacuzzi Family Vineyards 
Jen Wong 

John Nilson 
Jones Coffee Roasters 
Joseph Longo 
Judd’s Hill Winery 
LA Beer Hop-Los Angeles 
Craft Beer Tours 
Laguna Art Museum 
Le Chene French Cuisine 
Manchester United 
Midnight Cellars 
Mission Wines & Spirits 
Morgan’s Wonderland 
Morton & Bassett Spices 
Mt. Hood Oregon Resort 
Nick’s South Lake 
Orange County Zoo 
Osawa 
Pasadena Ice Skating 
Center 
Pasadena Pet 
Perry’s Cafe & Rentals 
Raising Canes Foothill 
Ranch 
Red Jeep Tours 
Sammy’s Woodfired Pizza 
Santa Anita Golf Course 
Santa Anita Park 
Schramsberg & Davies 
Vineyards 
Steve Brockmeyer 

The Arboretum 
The Broad 
The Derby 
The Habit Burger Grill 
The Huntington, Library, 
Art Museum, and Botanical 
Gardens 
The Langham Huntington, 
Pasadena 
The Now 
The Raymond 1886 
Tom & Elizabeth  
Polenzani 
Tom & Kim Polenzani
Total Wine & More 
VJB Vineyards & Cellars 
Warren C. Stout, M.D., 
AMC 
Wellington Cellars 
Wheel of Fun Rentals at 
Irvine Park Bike 
Willamette Valley  
Vineyard 
WundaBar Pilates

This list was created on 
June 1, 2021. Any donors 
and sponsors that may 
have come in after that 
time, are not  reflected  
on this list. We greatly 
appreciate everyone’s 
support!

AUCTION DONORS

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND  
BUSINESSES WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY DONATED ITEMS, TIME AND  

RESOURCES TO THE 2021 FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL.
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You are compassionate. 
You approach each day with a healthy dose of empathy. You believe in the healing 
power of kindness. You have a profound impact on the lives of those you touch. 
For your selfless dedication, we salute you. 

Union Bank is proud to sponsor the Gourmet Festival of Fall and support 

AbilityFirst for their tireless commitment to the community. 

The Private Bank, Los Angeles 

Member 

Ray C. Cherry, Vice President 
445 South Figueroa Street, 28th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
(213)236-5570

FDIC ©2010 Union Bank, N.A. Visit us at unionbank.com 

IJ UnionBank·
The Private Bank 
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Serving Greater Los Angeles 

1630 S. Myrtle Ave. Monrovia, CA
airtro.com

626-357-3535

Call Air-Tro Heating 
and Air Conditioning

Since 1969

Comfortable
KEEPING CALIFORNIA

We help you keep your cool while 
keeping costs in the comfort zone.
• Family Owned & Operated for 50 Years
• Asthma/Allergies? We Can Help With Air Filtration
• Nationally Certified (NATE) Technicians You Can Rely On
• 100% Financing Available



 20 21   



 22 23   

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE 2021 ABILITYFIRST 

FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL!

LAWRYSONLINE.COM

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE 2021 ABILITYFIRST 

FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL!

GALESRESTAURANT.COM

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE 2021 ABILITYFIRST 

FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL!

OSAWA.COM

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE 2021 ABILITYFIRST 

FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL!

BLAZEPIZZA.COM

LATHER skincare offers unique 
wellness products made with 
the best natural ingredients 
gathered from around the 
world, for experiences that 
help you glow inside and out.

We are proud supporters of 
Ability First and their quest to 
live a more radiant life.

17 E. Colorado Blvd.,
Old Town Pasadena, CA 91105
lather.com

TIME TO 
GET BACK  
TO BUSINESS!
We will be with you all the way.

I’M YOUR
CBB BANKER 

Your Business Banking Partner
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THANK YOU FROM ABILITYFIRST!


