HEI'E’S to teamwork ; B

AbyEirst joins forces Wi area Soouts to help ids with disaléfies

BY EMILY GRILLY .
Soacial ot Valley News
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0%s Srouls and Culb
B Seouts from throuwghour

the Valley have been
doing their &m [0r PO
inferaction Detween kids with

andd wiithvout disabilities.

The Paul Weston Center in
Woodland Hills, which seres
peaple of all ages with physi-
cal gnd emaotional disabilities,
has heen working with the
Scouls on two different
projects, said Jeff Richards,
new director of the center.

In one project, Boy Scouts
from Troop 464, based in
Waondland Hills! Calabasas,
helped with improvements at
the center. In the other
praject, Cub Scouts from
throughout the Valley
attended a weeklong camp at
the center, (aking part in
activities with children with
disahilities.

The Faul Weston Center,
lopeated ot G530 Winnetka.
Avee, is part of a Southern
California nonprafil corpog-
tigary called AbilityFirst,

Boy Scoul Riley Alecander,
wh i pursuing his Eagle
rank; contacred the center
and asked what he and his
treanp could do.

“The Scowts were willing to
do whatever we asked them,”
Richards said. *The center
was golng through a rencva-
Hon, so we were very grabefiul
for their help.”

Cme of the improvement
Projecrs wis restoring @ 1T
iure uRed 1o siore l_l-.'i:_l.:rgml.ll'ltl
equipment. The other was
prepping an aree o bhecome

what's called a Sensory Wall
It will have different colored
lights, a sectlon featuring
phrases in Braflle and an odor
bere thar will givie off differemnt
smells such as banana, bub-
ble pum and lemon, Richards
said.

The wall is designed o
stimulate all the senses and
provide an interesting activity
for disabled kids, he said,
adding that he hopes the wall
will be completed this fall.

Culy Scours from the Las
Colinas District, which covers
the San Fernando Valley, took
part in a weeklong camp at
the center earfler this month.
The camp had a mediewval
theme,

Eardier this year, soveral
Cub Seout camp directors
approached Richards to see if.
they could use the center for
their annual summer day
camp. After a lot of discus-
sion, they began making
plans o bring the Cub Scouts
and kids served by AhilityFirse

together for five days of activi-

rics including archery, water
activities, puppet shows, sing-

ing and jousting with poles
that had mbber fips, Richard
said, They akso “feasted” on
chicken drumsticks, .

The Cub Scowis’ ages
ranged from 9 to 13, and the
AhilitvFirst participants
rangesd from 5 o 20 years obd.

“ahilityFirst definitely hopes
this camp will becorme an
annueal festivitg,” Richards
sald.

AhilityFirst officials are
trying 1o expand the project
1o create similar interactive
programs at ils five other
conters, e adclecd,
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