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Great Times at Brookside Luncheon 
    On December 11, the Pasadena Work Center congregated at the 
Brookside Country Club near the Rose Bowl to celebrate its annual 
Holiday luncheon.  There were over 115 people in attendance includ-
ing all of the consumers, staff, family members, subcontract custom-
ers, and many other special guests. 

     

    Some of the highlights of the afternoon included 
Josh Zalasky being awarded the Worker of the Year as 
well as Teacher Created Materials receiving the Con-
tractor of the Year award.  There was also a year-recap 
video and a fun table game. 
    The event was capped off by a festive dance with 
music provided by the band, Rubber Soul.  Thanks to 
all who attended with extra special thanks to Rubber 
Soul for the music and Anthony and Joseph Photo-
graphs for capturing all the memories on film. 

Josh celebrates his award with his mother and brother. 

Dennis Lopez, Elizabeth Holland, and others groove to the tunes of Rubber Soul. 

Laura Murphy packs a Green to Grow bottle. 

 
Supported Employment  
     The Pasadena Work Center was proud 
to have three of its consumers placed into 
Supported Employment positions.  As of 
late November, Alberto Avina, David Wil-
liams, and Zack Wood have all moved into 
another phase of their employment goals 
through AbilityFirst Employments ser-
vices. 
    Alberto is working on a landscaping 
team while David and Zack are on a jani-
torial crew.  Congratulations to them all.   

Welcome Green to Grow 
    There have been thousands of baby 
bottles spotted around the Work Cen-
ter lately.   This is due to our newest 
customer, Green to Grow, a producer 
of BPA-free baby bottles.  Since 
early January, our workers have been 
packing these bottles into retail boxes 
which are sold in stores such as 
Whole Foods and many other bou-
tiques.          
    Along with the bottles, workers 
have also been packing baby bottle 
nipples into retail boxes.  The retail 
boxes are made from 100% recycled 
paper and printed with soy inks.   
    Green to Grow has become a con-
sistent contract for the Pasadena 
Work Center, which is proud to part-
ner with such an environmentally-
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The group at Universal Studios. 

Ed Sale making use of the new 
automatic doors. 

Universal Studios Trip 
    Ten well-deserving consumers were rewarded with a trip 
to Universal Studios.  Kevin Alexander, Terry Brody, Linda 
Matayoshi, Alberto Suazo, Dennis Lopez, Elizabeth Jue, 

Diane White, 
Romina Romero, Le 
Voung, and Lauren 
Campbell were either 
the Worker of the 
Quarter or Most Im-
proved Worker of the 
Quarter for the past 
year and won them-
selves a day at the 
world famous theme 
park. 
     At Universal Stu-
dios, they enjoyed 
the Shrek ride, Ani-
mal Stars show, 
Simpsons ride, Tram 
tour, Water World 
show, and had a  

 
great lunch in the food court.  Those who wanted also 
bought souvenirs in the gift shop.   
    It was  a tremendous prize to recognize their hard work 
and improvement.  Also, the winners of this upcom-

ing year’s 
Worker of 
the Quarter 
and Most 
Improved 
Worker of 
the Quarter 
will also be 
treated to a 
similar trip 
in Decem-
ber of 
2009.   

Helping 
Cans 
    When a call went out 
from Supported Em-
ployment workers who 
had their hours cut back 
and needed help, the 
consumers of the Pasa-
dena Work Center an-
swered.   
    They answered by 
raising over 210 pounds 
of canned foods, more 
than was needed by the 
Supported Employment 
workers so that the rest 
was donated to a local Pasadena food bank.   
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Diane White, Elizabeth Jue, and Le Voung 
enjoy the Shrek 4-D experience. 

Hugo Hernandez, Alan League, 
Ryan Wilson, and Marchell Felton 
help fill the huge box of canned 
goods. 

Derby Day a Huge Success 
    A group of 57 people representing the Pasadena Work 
Center came out to the Derby Day 5K Race on April 4th. 
Joining with the other AbilityFirst sites to form a sea of 
green AbilityFirst t-shirts, the Pasadena Work Center par-
ticipants walked, ran, and rolled around the Arboretum and 
finished at the Santa Anita Race Track. 
    Not only was this a fun event, but it was used to exceed 
our goal 
of raising 
$7,000 to 
go to the 
Work 
Center.  
Thank 
you to all 
who par-
ticipated 
and spon-
sored.   

Lions Club Opens Doors 
   The Pasadena Host Lions Club 
recently awarded a generous grant 
to the Pasadena Work Center in 
order for automatic doors to be in-
stalled on the restrooms.  Whereas 
some consumers, especially those 
who use wheelchairs and walkers, 
used to struggle with entering and 
exiting the restroom, now they can 
have the door automatically open 
with the push of a button.  We are 
extremely grateful to the Lions 
Club for their continuous support.   

Bryan Vanderpool, Michael Santellan, Laura Murphy,  
Gina Fata, Mark Whaley, and David Williams finish the race. 


