FUNDRAISING EVENTS AND
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

With s120e funding dready limitsd and firther badaet ootz a
constant threat, AbilityFirs: depends heavily on fandraising and
volunteers. ™ (eing Ronprofi, we have to keep our siafl very lean
arwfl ke coar cosis d o, and we'ne anly able $o o dhat Becanse of
wodumieers: wys CPO Lo Gangemi. Thanks oo the efforts of
AbilityFirst’s dedicared volunteer cocodinators. thene ane many
upstoTning opportanics for giving.

Aboul S0 poophe have sgnied ap B0 “rim, wilk, Bl e whiod
fon AkilivyFira” in e LA Massthan on Sundasy, Marck L8 To
sprruee |1se AhilitvFeesl msratlion beams oF s Enclreidual nusner,
wisl the Akl First maratheon chonates 82 4t
wersabilitplirtagdonese_marathon.him, or calll the number list-
af bedisa e mane Erdnrmicon.

AblirpEirsss 212 Amnoal Golf Clasde will take place Monday,
April 3, ar dhz Wilshire Country Chub in Los Angeles. The evenl
ofers lunch, codksalls and a dary on the Girway, Enber o a fours
some o individua golfer, Call nos to reserve your space,

Can’ make it b ong of the findraising cvenbs? There ane atill
pleaty of vther cpporbamiics i pel invelved. Ahility Finit weloames
watusierrs al alpsal ot of #16 manmy cen e, providing en oppontu-
natw o wiork with the clents. Volurieers can help with readiog aris
and crafts, mentoring and maore,

Wilunteers aze dlso needed 0 serve on the AbilisyFirst Heard
and Commmitte tn help orgasire and plan the pany fandraising
ventures pol on by AalityFirst every yean

Abalicptirst also accepts donations of cash. siock, property and
other plamned pifts.

Ford moer infiemoalioe or & il v abau? arfeer sy fo gl
irevilvel, plicse sanfod Speiud Breils Coaraleaimo  Julle Jlevin o
(2] 1S DA, ein 334,
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AbilityFirst has been looking beyond their clients’
disabilities since 1926, bringing a can-do spiri
to the special needs community.
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BY HILARY JOMNES ~ PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER RAINOME

PO SIEETING THE FIUR WOMEN OF THE
Sonith damily, o psmediaely Ipparien thas they
are a foroa 1o e reckaned with, Faur generainone
strong. they ane a tight-knit gronp mohibived in

5 suppert 0 cos of the Gmily's vomnged ewmlirs,

L& -yrar-adil Sl Xlareie Shinson.

Shasn, an cighth grackr al 'Wessleos Wiban
Mulidle S heeal on Passclena, s develipmesitally dia
abiled. Althiugh she Bas Sever heen foemally disg
seimind, S n feocs subsunial adversioe She func-
cions ai the level ol a 40 or 5-pear-old: her comau:
sicatiod skills s severely limited, sl she requines
covmbanl care aml supersision,

The Sl faealy tarned e AbiliceEirs) bor
=elp with this considerable challznge. Shawn is
nww 3 pamicipant in AklispFies s alter-schaossd
prograns al Uhe Lawrence [, Frank Cosder in
Fasndeora

Al ol = =mich wamen are devosed In
AbelitpFirss: Shawr's asmi, lulic Besing o the apecial
evirly coisilinatar, andd By mither [aadpui
Srineom, grandimsber fule Smich and grea-gaend-
mother fulia Shaw work as soluniesrs,

“When we lfoursd AbilityFirs, we had bgon
sgamchang for the mght place far Shawn for vears”

Shawen Banes tinson anﬁ wamah sapwart. acinaty
cordinator ar AlzilicgFest
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