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Over $140,000 Raised  
at 37th Annual Gourmet 
Festival of Fall

The 37th Annual AbilityFirst Gourmet 

Festival of Fall on October 2, 2011 

was a great success! The event, 

presented by Union Bank, raised over 

$140,000 to benefit the Lawrence L. Frank 

Center and the AbilityFirst Pasadena 

Work Center. Over 400 AbilityFirst friends, 

supporters, and civic and community 

leaders were in attendance.

The Lawrence L. Frank Center, which 

serves the San Gabriel Valley region 

of Southern California, including the 

communities of Pasadena, Glendale, 

Arcadia, and Rosemead, offers 

programs for children and adults with 

developmental disabilities, such as autism, 

cerebral palsy, and Down syndrome. The 

Pasadena Work Center provides many 

business services including document 

shredding, sorting, packaging, assembly, 

fulfillment, and mailing—while 

providing employment to adults with 

developmental disabilities. 

The luxurious event, which took place 

at the beautiful historic Laurabelle A. 

Robinson house in Pasadena, was hosted 

by Mark and Phaedra Ledbetter, who 

generously donated the use of their home 

as a spectacular backdrop. 

As a special treat, long time television 

star and award-winning journalist, Jann 

Carl, served as the mistress of ceremonies. 

Lee Meriwether, honorary chair, was also 

in attendance. Hundreds of guests were 

spotted enjoying a lively and friendly 

atmosphere as they roamed the grounds of 

the beautiful estate savoring the delightful 

and distinct cuisines presented by fine 

restaurants and wineries. The Festival 

of Fall event has become a destination 

event for food and wine connoisseurs, and 

featured wineries and breweries from all 

over California along with a spectacular 

culinary experience with dishes prepared 

by more than 30 Pasadena restaurants. 

Attendees also enjoyed the opportunity to 

bid on extraordinary live auction packages 

such as a one and a half hour police 

helicopter ride-along, a Paso Robles wine 

vacation, a San Diego extravaganza, a 

celebrity dinner for ten catered by Lawry’s 

Restaurants, and much more!

AbilityFirst would like to thank our 

sponsors, vendors, staff, volunteers, and 

the Festival of Fall Steering Committee for 

their support and commitment to children 

and adults with special needs. 

See you at the 38th Annual Gourmet 

Festival of Fall in 2012! 
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A colorful way to success

come back and say ‘the box that we 

worked on is on the shelf right now.’ They 

take pride in their work and feel part of 

the community,” Briseno stated.

“It’s great when we go into the Center, and 

a participant comes up and says, ‘I got my 

check today and I’m taking my girlfriend 

to the movies,’ or ‘we’re going to dinner 

tonight because we got our paycheck,’” 

Pourtahmassebi added.

“Tina cares about what we do here,” 

Briseno said. “She asks about our projects 

and activities and brings in treats on 

special days. When she walks in the 

door, people greet her by name and say 

‘thank you for the work—where’s the next 

shipment of paint?’”

Pourtahmassebi was a preschool teacher 

and a mom with young children when she 

conceived Do-A-Dot Art. “That’s when 

the inspiration for painting without the 

mess hit me—our concept was no cups, no 

brush, no mess, but all the creativity,” she 

said. The company is still a family affair. 

Her husband Rob is CEO of the company, 

while the couple’s two daughters, Tiffany 

and Tessa, are involved in marketing and 

product design.

Do-A-Dot Art competes “head-to-head” 

with such corporate giants such as Crayola 

for retail shelf space, Pourtahmassebi 

observed. “We’re a small company and it 

can be an uphill battle, but somehow we 

still shine through. Sometimes I think, 

without getting way out there,” she added, 

laughing, “that we’re blessed because 

we have these wonderful workers that 

care about our product. It’s as if their 

energy just shines through each box, 

Pourtahmassebi added.

“They are truly a huge asset for  

 our business.” 

April 13 – 15, 2012 • April 20 – 22, 2012

Treat yourself as we celebrate Moms! 
Come stay at our cozy cabins, relax, and escape from your  
daily responsibilities.

This exclusive weekend is designed to meet the needs of women dedicated to 
providing care and support to individuals with disabilities. Choose from a variety 
of activities and workshops including: Massage, Yoga, T’ai Chi, Crafts, informal 
group sessions, workshops, and much more, all while mingling with moms just 
like you!

Cost for the weekend is $200.00 which includes accommodations, meals,  
30 minute massage and all activities. $50.00 deposit is required.

Register Today! 
RSVP: Kelly Kunsek at (909)-338-1102 x 5001 

Camp Paivika 600 Playground Drive Crestline, CA 92325

Momsgetaway
for car   egi v ers

Rejuvenate • Relax • Revitalize

Camp Paivika

’
Richard R. Frank- Board Chair, Lori Gangemi- President 
and CEO of AbilityFirst, Lee Meriwether- Honorary 
Chair- Jann Carl, Mistress of Ceremonies, and Mark 
Fedde- Event Chair enjoy the 37th Annual Festival of 
Fall event. 


