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OUR MISSION

AbilityFirst provides programs and services 
to help children and adults with physical and 
developmental disabilities realize their full 
potential throughout their lives.

OUR VISION

We work toward a society that values each 
individual and provides the opportunity for all 
people to lead full and productive lives: looking 
beyond disabilities, focusing on capabilities, 
expanding possibilities.

On the cover: AbilityFirst adult 
socialization programs provide 
interaction and inclusion 
opportunities for participants. 
Whether at a formal dance at 
one of our centers or at an 
event out in the community, 
adults with disabilities take 
part in typical social activities 
to build their self esteem, 
con dence and independence.



As we refl ect on another year of triumphs and challenges at 

AbilityFirst, we have chosen a theme for this annual report that 

exemplifi es our mission: Imagine the Possibilities.

It is what we continually ask of ourselves and our incredible 

staff and volunteers. We ask it of our generous supporters and of 

those children, teens and adults with disabilities whom we serve. 

As we Imagine the Possibilities we build on our rich history, move 

forward, grow and secure a better future for those in need of our 

support, care and encouragement.

Looking back on fi scal year 2007-08 at AbilityFirst allows 

us to celebrate all that we have accomplished together. We also 

proudly share new programs that we have set in motion to achieve 

future goals through inclusion activities, new models for giving 

and community awareness. 

Here are a few of the year’s highlights:

 We launched a $5 million capital campaign on September 20, 

2007 to rebuild our small, out-dated Harry A. Mier Center, so 

vital to serving the Inglewood/South Los Angeles community. 

By December we had already achieved 100% giving from our 

Board members. The new AbilityFirst Joan and Harry A. Mier 

Center will be a completely accessible multi-use building that 

will permit us to increase the number of individuals we serve 

and to continue, sustain and enhance services. 

 AbilityFirst Apartments Irvine, our tenth affordable-accessible 

apartment building, and our fi rst in Orange County, opened 

to tenants in May, helping to address a critical need for 

such housing in the area. Designed in every aspect with the 

needs of individuals with disabilities in mind, the apartment 

complex allows people with special challenges to live with 

more dignity, increased independence and peace of mind.

 Our showing at the 2008 Los Angeles Marathon was our 

best ever, bringing in a grand total of $248,000, thanks 

to the fundraising efforts and involvement of more than 

600 AbilityFirst program participants, board members, 

staff and family members. We were spurred to new heights 

by a generous matching grant from the Forest Lawn 

Foundation and an exciting new presenting sponsorship 

from Comerica Bank.

 Our camp consolidation was successfully completed in 

Summer 2008 and AbilityFirst hosted a record 516 campers at 

our Camp Paivika. Participants who had attended our former 

Camp Joan Mier in Malibu now enjoy enriching activities and 

adventures at beautiful Camp Paivika in the San Bernardino 

National Forest along with longtime Paivika campers, thanks 

to the construction of a fi fth cabin, an expanded health care 

center and two additional summer sessions.

These highlights and more represent goals met for the 

third year of our 2005-2010 Strategic Plan, established to help 

AbilityFirst better serve children, teens and adults living with 

disabilities through guided efforts to Modernize Services, 

Professionalize Delivery of Services, Build Organizational 

Capabilities and Increase Financial Strength. 

All of our successes, this year and every year, depend not 

only on our dedicated staff and volunteers, but also on our loyal 

contributors and participants. We thank you for supporting 

the AbilityFirst vision, for your trust in our mission and for the 

invaluable gifts you provide to us with open hearts – your time, 

talents and resources. We invite you to move forward with us as 

we pledge to uphold our mission, fulfi ll our goals and Imagine 

the Possibilities.

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES

Angela J. Reddock

Board Chair

Lori E. Gangemi

President and CEO
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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imagine the glow of pride felt by 
teens with disabilities as they prove to 
the community – and themselves – that 
they are capable of helping others.

ANAHEIM PROGRAM

ANAHEIM

Room to Grow, More to Give
Our Anaheim Program experienced 

signifi cant growth this year after we were 

awarded an agreement by the City of 

Anaheim to deliver services for adults and 

children with disabilities in Anaheim and 

nearby communities. The expansion made 

room for 160 participants, a 30% increase 

over last year.

Under the agreement, the Anaheim 

Program is continuing the After School 

Enrichment Program which AbilityFirst 

has operated in the city’s Maxwell Park 

Recreation Center since 1990. In addition, 

AbilityFirst now offers programs at other 

city facilities, and not only during the 

school year, but over the summer, during 

winter and spring breaks, on weekday 

evenings and on Saturdays. 

New Thursday and Friday evening 

social activities, as well as a Saturday 

morning program at a local bowling 

alley, are now available to adult program 

participants. On Saturday afternoons, a 

mix of program activities and socialization 

lets children experience the wider 

community through fi eld trips, sports 

and recreation.

The Show Must Go On
The Anaheim Program also took 

over the city’s musical theater program for 

individuals with disabilities and staged 

its fi rst show, “The Beat Goes On II.” The 

performance featured music from different 

eras with choreography performed by 

25 program participants before a large 

appreciative audience at the Western High 

School auditorium in Anaheim.

CLAREMONT CENTER

CLAREMONT

Breaking Down Barriers 
Through Community Inclusion

Thanks to the implementation of a 

brand new community partnership, young 

people with disabilities at the Claremont 

Center found themselves working side by 

side with members of the Inland Valley’s 

Community Senior Services (CSS) agency. 

Together they assembled 50 well-stocked 

disaster preparedness kits and delivered 

them to homebound elderly area residents.

Not only did the project benefi t 

isolated and vulnerable seniors who 

received three days of supplies critical 

in the event of an emergency, but 

because community seniors and the 

center’s young program participants were 

united in a common purpose, barriers 

crumbled and friendly connections were 

established. Best of all, the Claremont 

Center teens expressed pride at being able 

to help others.

A resounding success, the 

partnership, made possible by a grant 

awarded to CSS from the UCLA Tarjan 

Center’s Spencer-Russell Service Inclusion 

Mini-Grant program, will repeat in 2009, 

and appears poised to become an ongoing 

annual program at the center.
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A Gift from the Foothill Guild 
Claremont Center’s major support 

group, the Foothill Guild, held its 25th 

annual fundraiser in conjunction with 

the Claremont Kiwanis Club at the 

Candlelight Pavilion Dinner Theatre. 

Featuring a performance of “Buddy: The 

Buddy Holly Story,” dinner, and live and 

silent auctions, the gala event raised more 

than $20,000 in support of the Claremont 

Center’s programs and services.

EAST LOS ANGELES CENTER 

EAST LOS ANGELES

Los Padrinos: 
Making a Difference

Godparents can play a unique role in 

the lives of children. That’s the thinking 

behind Los Padrinos (“the godparents”), 

the new family-oriented support group for 

our East Los Angeles Center. 

Created to meet the needs of the 

community it serves, Los Padrinos was 

up and running this year, led by key 

organizers and dedicated AbilityFirst 

friends Pastor Bob Alvarez and County 

of Los Angeles Deputy Fire Chief Jesus 

Burciaga, co-chairs of Los Padrinos 

advisory board.

To be part of Los Padrinos is to be 

part of the East Los Angeles Center family, 

helping children with disabilities “who 

need love and care and whose parents 

need assistance as well,” said Pastor Alvarez.

In reaching out to the East Los 

Angeles community, Los Padrinos strives 

to increase awareness of the services that 

AbilityFirst provides. It invites individuals 

to contribute to the center, through direct 

participation and/or funding, to enable us 

to extend those services to meet the needs 

of more of the underserved children and 

teens who are living with disabilities in 

the area.

Pastor Alvarez hopes that by 

becoming involved, community members 

will “fall in love” with these kids just 

the way they have captured both his and 

Chief’s hearts.

“A lot of us have been blessed, and 

I think it’s important that we give it back. 

It’s a great place to put your time and 

your money if you want to see something 

that can affect the world,” Pastor Alvarez 

added. “We can do it right here 

in our backyard.”

Companionship and 
a Helping Hand

The East Los Angeles Rotary 

Club’s Kideract group provided a much-

appreciated inclusion experience for 

East Los Angeles Center children again 

this year. Students from area middle 

schools in the Kideract program walked 

alongside their center friends as part of the 

AbilityFirst Team during the 5K Walk in 

the Los Angeles Marathon, offering both 

assistance and companionship, aiding 

our fundraising efforts.

HARRY A. MIER CENTER

INGLEWOOD

Riding Proud
Programs for adults and children 

with disabilities are rich and varied at our 

welcoming AbilityFirst centers, but trips 

into the community at large, whether 

to the local supermarket or a recreation 

destination, offer program participants 

important opportunities for confi dence-

building, socialization and life skills practice. 

Those trips became easier and more 

enjoyable this year for Harry A. Mier  

Center children and adults, thanks to 

the donation of a comfortable new Ford 
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Econoline van by Tim Crane and another 

Harry A. Mier friend who prefers to 

remain anonymous, and facilitated by 

longtime center supporter Chris Clark.

Healthy Living, 
Social Interaction

Aquatics programs are key at our 

Harry A. Mier Center, whose indoor warm 

water pool is used for fun, therapy and 

exercise by program participants, seniors 

and the general community. 

This year, Aquatics Coordinator 

Ieshya Parker established a healthy living 

program for swimming seniors and other 

individuals with health issues. Another 

healthy dividend: bringing the program 

into the center has created more 

opportunities for interaction among 

the center’s diverse groups. 

The free classes, planned around 

exercise and information fostering well-

being, have inspired family members of 

some program participants to sign up. One 

country line dancing class became a well-

received exercise in social interaction when 

adult program participants on site joined 

in for an impromptu dance-along.

“It was amazing how that happened,” 

said Harry A. Mier Center Director Christel 

Mintz. “It was so nice to see everybody 

dancing together all of a sudden.”

Pillars of Strength
Acceptance and community 

involvement is behind the Harry A. Mier 

Center’s innovative new Pillars group, a 

committed core group of staff from the 

center and AbilityFirst headquarters, who 

are using their skills and understanding to 

build bridges to the community. Together 

they oversee, develop and enhance efforts 

by the center’s larger parent group to 

raise awareness of the center and make it 

a familiar community destination. Those 

efforts have included such low- or no-cost 

events as “Splash Theatre,” a popcorn-

movie night held poolside. “It’s just about 

getting to know us,” Mintz said.

LAWRENCE L. FRANK CENTER

PASADENA 

The Lawrence L. Frank Center’s 8th 

annual Holiday Pageant in December 

was greeted by both cast and audience 

with laughter, tears and pride – because 

the stars of the pageant were center 

children and young adults, delighting 

family and friends with their acting, 

singing and dancing. 

Held in the First Church of the 

Nazarene in Pasadena, the sell-out 

program included the pageant’s main 

attraction, a Western-themed play called 

“Bad Bart Revisited.” As always, our 

young actors put on a show that no one in 

attendance will ever forget, celebrating, 

with all the joys of the season, AbilityFirst’s 

emphasis on “can” over “can’t.”

The Holiday Pageant began nearly 

nine years ago as a modest skit in the 

Lawrence L. Frank Center’s multipurpose 

room. It has grown over the years in size 

and scope to include scores of center 

participants and an audience of hundreds.

In recent years, First Church of the 

Nazarene has opened its Chapel to us, 

providing a well-appointed theater setting 

with high quality lights and sound. Props, 

sets and backdrops have been contributed 

by Universal, 20th Century Fox, Warner 

Bros. and other fi lm studios.

The pageant gives our young people 

with disabilities the chance to shine in 

the spotlight, an opportunity not often 

available to them in school plays. It has 

proven to be a signifi cant confi dence 

booster for such program participants as 

Jessica Marrero, age 18. 

Jessica, who has Down syndrome, 

was once extremely shy in public, yet 

she commanded the stage in this year’s 

pageant as singer Madonna in an upscale 

version of “Material Girl.” Wearing a full-

length red gown and long gloves, Jessica 

was self-possessed and elegant as she 

performed with a handsome line-up of her 

tuxedo-clad male peers.

“Her social skills have really 

expanded,” said Norma Isahakian, 

Jessica’s mother. “She feels like she fi ts 

in, and she’s really opened up to different 

people, and different events. And she’s 

more willing to go somewhere she might 

not have been comfortable going before 

she was in the pageant.”

New challenges – more movement, 

more choreography, lip-synching and 

line readings – are added with each show 

and the chance to take part has become a 

powerful incentive for center children and 

teens to work on program goals during the 
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year. “It motivates them to do better,” said 

Michael Barkyoumb, Lawrence L. Frank 

Center director. 

With participation by staff, children 

from outside groups and high school 

volunteers, the pageant offers our program 

participants an all-important inclusionary 

experience, too. And, every holiday show 

(whether an adaptation of “Grease,” “West 

Side Story” or “It’s a Wonderful Life”), 

is crafted with spoken and unspoken 

messages for both actors and audiences 

about love and acceptance, self-worth 

and possibilities. 

LONG BEACH CENTER

LONG BEACH

Exercising Independence
As part of our commitment to 

inclusion through center- and community-

based activities we are always seeking 

new opportunities for interaction between 

program participants and non-disabled 

individuals. This year some of our center’s 

adult participants were encouraged to take 

an off-site “Fusion Body Conditioning” 

class offered by City of Long Beach Parks 

and Recreation. 

Eight center participants accepted the 

challenge to try the low-impact exercise 

class, a combination of therapeutic 

stretching, beginning yoga, toning and 

more held at Long Beach’s Recreation 

Park. Signing up for the public class 

and sticking with it took courage that 

has paid big dividends in physical fi tness 

and confi dence. Three semesters later, 

all eight are still enjoying the healthy 

work-out, alongside their typical 

community members.

“We have a beautiful facility,” said 

Long Beach Center Director Barbara 

Schlosser, “but we are always looking 

to add community programs as part of 

our curriculum.”

Makeover Makes a Splash
The year-round warm water pool at 

our Long Beach Center provides program 

participants and community members 

with a wide range of open and structured 

aquatics activities. Now serving up to 

400 swimmers per month, and more 

than three decades old, our popular pool 

received a welcome update this year with 

a renovated pool deck and new restroom 

fl oors. The makeover was made possible 

through funding from our Long Beach 

Center Guild, celebrating 30 years of 

generous and attentive support for 

the center.

NEWPORT-MESA CENTER

COSTA MESA

Sharing Fun, Bridging a Gap 
Some paths to understanding require 

nothing more complicated than movies 

and pizza. Once a month, children from 

Paularino Elementary School in the City 

of Costa Mesa’s Parks and Recreation 

after school program join children in 

our Newport-Mesa Center’s after school 

program to watch a movie and munch 

on pizza. 

“Movie Time,” a recently launched 

inclusion partnership held at our center’s 

home base on the grounds of Paularino 

Elementary, is a huge success. Because 

both after school programs share the same 

playground, our movie-and-pizza day is 

fostering friendly interactions between 

both groups of children.

Center children with disabilities 

feel less isolated and are more confi dent 

going outside to play. Their mainstream 

counterparts are more comfortable, seeing 

past the differences that some had found 

intimidating. Some run to greet each 

other, just like friends anywhere.

“Instances of playground teasing, 

a diffi cult reality for too many children 

with disabilities, have lessened,” said 

Joy Thomas, Newport-Mesa Center 

director. The “Movie Time” program is 

so popular that both after school programs 

now use it as a reward for good behavior 

and goal achievement.

“It has bridged a big gap,” Thomas said. 

Tom Fillmore, with an older son in the 

AbilityFirst program and a younger son at 

Paularino Elementary, feels that “Movie 

Time” is achieving its intended effect in 

terms of inclusion and awareness. “It’s 

pretty obvious from looking at everybody 

that they enjoy being there and that they’re 

having a good time being together,” 

he said. 
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PAUL WESTON CENTER

WOODLAND HILLS

Awareness Efforts Bear Fruit
AbilityFirst’s oldest community 

center for children and adults with 

disabilities, the Paul Weston Center, saw 

a 30% increase in its number of program 

participants this year, thanks to an 

ongoing strategy to bring new children 

into the program.

A plan for community involvement, 

mapped out by Director Jeffrey Richards 

and his staff, put the focus on parental 

involvement and targeted outreach to 

Regional Center case workers and special 

education teachers at local schools. The 

result: an infl ux of referrals due to renewed 

awareness of the Paul Weston Center’s 

After School Enrichment Program. 

The plan’s emphasis on inclusion, 

highlighted by the center’s AbilityFirst Cub 

Scout Pack 88 and collaborative projects 

that bring Boy Scout troops to the center 

for joint activities, have continued fostering 

interest as well. 

New Roads to Adventure
The Gold Diggers, the Paul Weston 

Center’s longtime support group, kept 

the momentum going with the welcome 

donation of two much-needed new vans. 

The cost of modifying one van for full 

accessibility with an electric lift and 

wheelchair ramp was offset by a $2,000 

cash grant from the Boeckmann Charitable 

Foundation through Bert Boeckmann, 

owner of Galpin Ford in Van Nuys, where 

the vans were purchased.

The new vehicles enabled the center 

to institute an enriched and expanded 

summer program. Participants of all ages 

were able to not only travel to a nearby 

bowling alley and other local sites in 

comfort, but many had the opportunity to 

practice socialization and adaptive skills 

by mixing with the larger community at 

beaches and amusement parks, enjoying 

summer fun that had been limited or 

impossible due to lack of transportation.

CAMP PAIVIKA

CRESTLINE

Fun, Care and Enrichment 
Nestled among the pines in the San 

Bernardino National Forest, Camp Paivika 

offers traditional summer and winter 

outdoor recreation tailored to engage and 

enrich the lives of children, teens and 

adults with mild to severe physical and 

developmental disabilities. 

Founded in 1947 and fully accredited 

by the American Camping Association, 

Camp Paivika hums with fun, from arts 

and crafts and cookouts to horseback 

riding, hiking and much more. 

Many campers – and staff – return 

year after year. Some have been coming 

for decades. Many regulars, like Timothy 

Musick, 21, are former Camp Joan Mier 

participants.

Timothy, a senior and broadcast 

communications major at the University of 

La Verne, was initially reluctant to make 

the change. “I didn’t want to go,” he said. 

On the morning that he was to leave for 

his fi rst Camp Paivika stay, his parents 

“basically had to force me to go.” When 

Timothy returned home, “I told them that I 

enjoyed my time at Camp Paivika so much 

that I never wanted to go back to Joan Mier 

again. This was almost nine years ago. I’ve 

been going ever since.”

No Barriers to Friendship
At Camp Paivika, shared interests are 

a powerful path to friendship and our staff 

members, while taking care of campers’ 

personal care needs and providing 

supervision, relate to adult campers as 

peers and friends.

Michael Griggs, a young man in his 

20s who has cerebral palsy and uses a 

wheelchair, has been coming to camp 

since he was a little boy. He and Camp 

Unit Supervisor Steve Sykora bonded over 

a love of books and good conversation. 

“They’re always together talking,” Camp 

Director Kelly Kunsek laughed. “They’re 

big philosophers and very well read.”  

“We all come from different walks of 

life and have different views of how the 

world works and how we wish it would,” 

Griggs wrote in a recent essay about his 

Paivika experience.

“But magically, somehow our views 

mesh together and we fi nally fi nd a 

common ground.” 

Imagine children with and 
without disabilities becoming 
friends, sharing a playground, 
movies and pizza.
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BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
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L. L FRANK WORK CENTER

LOS ANGELES

New Partnership a Two-Way 
Street to Success

Our always-busy L. L. Frank Work 

Center on the outskirts of downtown 

Los Angeles, where 78 of its work center 

participants with disabilities gain work 

skills while earning a paycheck, is even 

busier these days. Growing by leaps and 

bounds, thanks to worker productivity, the 

center has nearly tripled its revenue over 

the last two years. 

This year’s highlight was the launch 

of a signifi cant partnership with new 

client DIRECTV. A team of 17 center 

participants carefully sorts and cleans 

DIRECTV memory cards, readying them 

for recycling and reprogramming. The 

process represents substantial savings 

for DIRECTV, which previously had been 

unable to reuse the cards. 

This resounding success has 

led DIRECTV to consider moving 

the memory card operation to the 

company’s El Segundo premises. This 

move would afford L. L. Frank Center 

Work Center participants the opportunity 

to become employees of DIRECTV, 

supported through our Employment 

Services Program.

“We’ve been collaborating with 

AbilityFirst since March 2008,” said 

DIRECTV representative Christian Heath. 

“They jumped right in and quickly got up 

to speed with our processes. You can see 

on their faces how excited they are to be 

able to contribute on a daily basis. They’ve 

really done a great job for us.”

PASADENA WORK CENTER

PASADENA

Sales and Satisfaction
Customer satisfaction paid big 

dividends this year for the Pasadena Work 

Center and its hard-working Business 

Services employees. Packaging, bulk mail, 

shredding, shrink-wrapping and other 

services resulted in more than $109,000 in 

subcontract sales. It was the work center’s 

highest yearly total to date.

“It means we’re getting a lot of 

business and that we’re keeping our 

customers happy, and it means higher 

wages for our participants,” said Director 

Peter Yoou.

Ready to Move On
A success story of a different kind 

occurred when Pasadena Work Center 
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participant Katey Messner decided that she 

was ready to transition into our Supported 

Employment Program. With ongoing 

help from her program coach, Messner, 

39, landed her fi rst offi ce job assisting 

Pasadena Work Center staff Monday 

through Friday.

“I wanted to do something different,” 

said Messner, expressing gratitude for 

the center staff’s encouragement to take 

on receptionist duties. Her favorite task? 

“Answering the phones,” she said, but the 

best part of the job, she added, is that “I 

get to help people and help the staff.”

A Bridge to Understanding
The Pasadena Work Center’s 

partnership with nearby LaSalle High 

School continues to develop, building 

relationships between individuals 

with disabilities and teens in the wider 

community. Each semester, LaSalle 

student volunteers come to the center 

during the week in groups of four or fi ve. 

The high school seniors sit beside center 

participants, getting acquainted while 

offering one-on-one assistance as needed. 

“We get their help,” commented Yoou, 

“but more than that, we get a special type 

of relationship-friendship inclusion, which 

is a big part of AbilityFirst’s mission.”

PAUL WESTON WORK CENTER 

WOODLAND HILLS

Can-do Spirit
The Paul Weston Work Center 

was humming as its Business Services 

participants, including 18 new hires, 

proved their can-do spirit and met the 

challenge of this year’s heavier-than-

usual work load.

The resulting rise in productivity 

sparked an increase in contract revenue for 

the Woodland Hills-based center of 70% 

over 2007-2008, from $54,000 to $92,000. 

The increase was due in large part to a 

high-volume packaging project for the 

center’s newest client, art company Do-A-

Dot, which sells educational art kits and 

child-friendly markers. 

“We started with them last year,” said 

Director Don Costill, “but this year we 

really got things rolling.”
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Imagine adults with developmental challenges 
enriching the work place environment while 
gaining con dence and self-respect with every 
job accomplished, every paycheck earned.

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

Measurable Success
The primary objective of AbilityFirst 

Employment Services is to provide 

the support that individuals with 

developmental disabilities need to fi nd 

meaningful jobs and succeed as employees 

working in the business world. To ensure 

a smooth transition, we provide pre-

employment training to help equip adults 

with important job and workplace skills. 

Our job placement staff carefully evaluates 

both the prospective employee and the 

job at-hand to ensure that each person’s 

abilities and skills are matched to specifi c 

employer needs. Then job coaches, who 

work right alongside each new employee, 

assist in supervision and provide on-the-

job training.

This past year, we successfully 

assisted 12 adults with disabilities who 

expressed an interest in transitioning from 

our work centers to securing jobs with 

local companies. Thirty-fi ve AbilityFirst 

supported employees obtained jobs in 

the community; 19 of these were through 

our Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program. 

Local companies who hire employees 

through AbilityFirst Employment 

Services include Ralphs Supermarkets, 

DIRECTV, Knott’s Berry Farm, Polly’s 

Pies and Albertsons. We continue to 

seek employers who see value in hiring 

individuals with disabilities.

Earning a Paycheck, 
Building Con dence

Sanda Myint loves her job at the 

Aquarium of the Pacifi c in Long Beach. 

Myint, a native of the Union of Burma, 

who became a U.S. citizen in 2004 and 

is bilingual, has been part of the popular 

tourist attraction’s housekeeping staff 

since January 2008. A reliable and 

dedicated employee, Myint has seen her 

salary increase as her hours have doubled, 

from 15 when she began, to 30 today.

Myint, who has a developmental 

disability, is a mother with a teenage son. 

She hopes to work even more hours in the 

future in order to contribute as much as 

she can to her household, which includes 

her mom. 

“I like my job very much. I’m happy 

there. I want to work more hours to pay 

bills and help my mom out,” said Myint. 

She would also like to have her own car 

one day, “because I don’t want to catch the 

bus forever.”

She has high praise for her AbilityFirst 

job coach, Kenny Kuch, who has helped 

her feel less intimidated by the crowds 

she encounters at the Aquarium. With his 

encouragement, Myint says, “I’m full of 

perseverance, I can work bravely, I’m not 

scared of anyone.”

Myint came to the Supported 

Employment Program in 2005 after 

working as an assembly worker at 

Community Rehabilitation Industries, 

which had merged with AbilityFirst in 

2004. She has worked as a front desk 

receptionist and a courtesy clerk, but she 

likes her current job the most.

The best part? The sea lions. “I love 

them.” Myint says. She enjoys the way 

they “come running” when they see her 

polishing the windows of their enclosure. 

Her face lights up as she tells of the day 

that she was allowed to meet one sea lion 

up close and stroke its fur.
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AbilityFirst Apartments 
Irvine Open

Roll-in showers for wheelchair users. 

Emergency pull cords and personal alarms. 

Signs in Braille and handrails in the halls. 

A community room, kitchen, offi ce and 

laundry facilities. AbilityFirst Apartments 

Irvine, a brand-new independent 

living housing complex for low-income 

individuals with disabilities, was designed 

with the varied needs of residents in mind.

To further enhance the quality of life 

for residents at the new facility, Irvine CPA 

ACCESSIBLE HOUSING

and consulting fi rm Wright Ford Young 

& Co. donated $4,000 for the purchase of 

adaptive exercise equipment and/or the 

hiring of an adaptive exercise trainer to 

provide on-site instruction.

One of only two such fully accessible 

facilities in Irvine, and the fi rst in Orange 

County for AbilityFirst, the new 24-

unit complex of one- and two-bedroom 

apartments opened in May and was made 

possible by a partnership among the City 

of Irvine, the County of Orange, the State 

of California, the Federal Department of 

Housing and Urban Development and 

AbilityFirst. 

A waiting list of more than 100 

applicants for apartments in the new 

building testifi es to the critical need for 

affordable and fully accessible housing.

AbilityFirst was honored for the Irvine 

complex, and for its efforts to provide for 

the housing needs of individuals with 

disabilities, by the Affordable Housing 

Clearinghouse, The Kennedy Commission 

and Orange County Community Housing 

Corporation at the Annual Affordable 

Housing Awards.
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Home and Hope
Our Crown House residential 

facility in Pasadena, one of AbilityFirst’s 

12 accessible, affordable residences 

for individuals with physical and 

developmental disabilities, celebrated 

its 20th anniversary this year. A festive 

barbecue marked the event attended by a 

large gathering of staff, family, friends and 

the 15 men and women who live at Crown 

House semi-independently, and are taking 

steps toward independence.

The informal, “backyard” barbecue 

was characteristic of the Crown House 

environment where a sense of home and 

family are key. It was a celebration, too, 

of the opening of the facility’s beautiful 

new patio and the acquisition of a new 

van, gifts made possible by donations

from the Ahmanson Foundation 

through Robert DeKruif, an Ahmanson 

Foundation trustee and long-time Crown 

House friend.

Both gifts have provided residents 

with life-enhancing opportunities for 

socialization. The van allows residents 

to go more places, more often, and the 

new patio was immediately claimed as a 

favorite gathering spot. 

Making residents feel like family is 

the Crown House vision, nurtured by the 

committed staff, residents’ relatives and 

other Crown House friends who give their 

time and fi nancial support to help realize 

that vision. 

“Crown House has never been just 

a facility,” said long-time Crown House 

Administrator Daniel Trevino. “It’s home.”

Imagine people who are unable to see 
or walk, liberated by housing designed for 
independent living, with every aspect of 
those disabilities in mind.
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FUNDRAISING AND FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
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ASSETS AS OF JUNE 30, 

2008

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents  $4,470,700 

Interest Receivable  62,058 

Investments 1,458,000 

Receivables (Net) 1,243,644 

Receivables - Bequests/Trusts 1,046,405 

Pledges Receivable (Net) 425,538 

Prepaid Expenses 87,192 

Due from Sponsored Housing Corp. - Current 44,242

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 8,837,779 

OTHER ASSETS

Long-Term Investments 32,595,333 

Bene cial Interest in Perpetual Trusts 4,426,359 

Bene cial Interest in Charitable Remainder Trusts 2,385,011 

Security and Insurance Deposits 62,701 

Due from Sponsored Housing Corp. Non-Current 426,961 

Property and Equipment (Net) 11,707,928 

TOTAL OTHER ASSETS 51,604,293 

TOTAL ASSETS $60,442,072 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable 389,874 

Accrued Expenses 1,159,764

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,549,638 

OTHER LIABILITIES

Note Payable 12,522 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,562,160 

Net Assets 58,879,912 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $60,442,072 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

AbilityFirst and Af liates Statement 
of Financial Position

Operating Expenses

Sources of Funds

  Program Services – 78%

  Management & General – 15%

  Fundraising – 7%

  Individuals, Corporations, Foundations – 19%

  Legacies & Bequests – 16%

  Government Program Revenue – 54%

  Private Program Revenue – 11%

Please see our website (ability rst.org) for a copy of our audited 
Financial Statements and IRS Form 990.
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Recognition of AbilityFirst 
Volunteer Groups

AbilityFirst is only as strong as the 

people who support and nurture its 

programs and services. Among these are 

the loyal and hardworking members of 

our volunteer guilds and various support 

groups, the mainstay of our agency and 

community centers. Many have been there 

for us for decades, when we were still 

known as the Crippled Children’s Society. 

Some are part of new volunteer group 

models, designed around the needs and 

culture of a specifi c community.

However different, all are united in 

their belief in the AbilityFirst mission to 

help children and adults with physical and 

developmental disabilities realize their full 

potential. We are deeply grateful for their 

dedication and generosity. 

LONG BEACH CENTER GUILD

The AbilityFirst Long Beach Center 

Guild, celebrating its 30th anniversary 

in 2008, has helped transform the 

center through its generous donations. 

An accessible garden and fountain, a 

rubberized molded sports court, the 

resurfacing and tiling of the Aquatics 

Center and the Long Beach Center Guild 

Children’s Room, are just some of the 

improvements to the center made possible 

by the Guild’s fundraising efforts. 

GOLD DIGGERS

Formed in 1950, the Gold Diggers 

set a standard of excellence as the fi rst 

women’s auxiliary of AbilityFirst, then 

known as the Crippled Children’s 

Society. The Gold Diggers’ hearts have 

always supported the Paul Weston 

Center in Woodland Hills. This year they 

donated two new vans to expand travel 

opportunities for center participants.

FOOTHILL GUILD 

The AbilityFirst Claremont Center’s 

long-standing support group, the Foothill 

Guild, established in 1965, held its 25th 

annual fundraising gala at the Candlelight 

Pavilion Dinner Theatre, presented in 

conjunction with the Claremont Kiwanis 

Club. The event raised more than $20,000 

in support of the center’s programs and 

services.

TIFFANY GUILD

Organized in 1975, the Tiffany 

Guild is the oldest support group for the 

AbilityFirst Harry A. Mier Center. Its 

reputation was built on dazzling fashion 

show fundraisers featuring Michael 

Novarese designs. Its auxiliary group, the 

Blue Ribbon Guild, became known for 

“Run, Walk and Stroll” events. Both guilds 

were responsible for fundraising to build 

and renovate the Tiffany Pool at the center. 

FESTIVAL OF FALL COMMITTEE

Hundreds of AbilityFirst friends and 

supporters attended the Lawrence L. 

Frank Center and Pasadena Work Center’s 

33rd annual fundraiser, the AbilityFirst 

Gourmet Festival of Fall. Established 

originally by the Crown Guild (now 

called the Festival of Fall Committee), the 

event is a lavish food and wine-tasting 

affair with auctions and entertainment. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Festival of Fall 

Committee, nearly $300,000 was raised to 

benefi t the Lawrence L. Frank Center and 

the Pasadena Work Center. 

LOS PADRINOS

The AbilityFirst East Los Angeles 

Center’s new support group, Los Padrinos, 

is a model for the future. In this unique 

program, members of the community 

are invited to become a Padrino – a 

godparent – of a child with disabilities at 

the AbiltiyFirst East Los Angeles Center. 

Partnering with families and AbilityFirst 

staff, Los Padrinos raise funds as well as 

friends by becoming invested in the lives 

of children with disabilities. 

ABILITYFIRST MARATHON TEAM: 

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

Each year, the AbilityFirst Marathon 

Team brings together every facet of our 

agency in our biggest joint fundraiser 

of all. It represents the combined forces 

of our volunteer guilds, support groups 

and service organizations, donors, staff, 

program participants, their families, the 

generosity of the Forest Lawn Foundation 

and, new this year as our presenting 

sponsor, Comerica Bank. Their common 

purpose is to help AbilityFirst continue to 

nurture and enrich the lives of children 

and adults with disabilities. 

More than 600 members of our 

AbilityFirst family joined our Team 

this year to participate in the agency’s 

largest inclusion event, the 5K Run/Walk 

portion of the Los Angeles Marathon. The 

AbilityFirst Team’s dedicated fundraising 

efforts brought in a record-breaking 

$248,000.

Thank you to all our extraordinary support 

groups. We honor and celebrate your gift 

of service. We couldn’t do it without you.

FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS
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Planned Giving: Preserving 
the Vision

Over the decades, generous donors, 

touched by the Crippled Children’s 

Society/AbilityFirst commitment to 

children and adults with disabilities, have 

helped the agency to survive tough times 

and thrive and grow through bequests of 

cash, stocks and personal property.

Planned or deferred giving options 

may include a will, a charitable gift 

annuity, a trust or insurance policy. These 

options offer fl exibility in estate planning, 

providing personal and charitable benefi ts 

ranging from reduced real estate taxes to 

preserved retirement income. They allow 

donors to make a lasting statement of 

support for an organization they value 

during their lifetime. 

The AbilityFirst Legacy Society 

gratefully recognizes those individuals 

who make the commitment to preserve 

the agency’s future through a planned or 

deferred gift.

Paying It Forward: Ted 
and Donna Rogahn, Legacy 
Society Members

AbilityFirst Board of Directors 

Treasurer Ted Rogahn and his wife Donna 

became Legacy Society Members three 

years ago, convinced that supporting 

AbilityFirst now and thinking ahead 

and planning for the agency’s future are 

equally important.

“We decided to get involved because 

we have a passion for the mission,” Ted 

says. “We donate now, and if we were 

multimillionaires we’d be donating much 

more. But our net worth is reasonable 

and this is a way we can share that with 

organizations that have a strong mission 

we believe in. When we pass on it’s an 

opportunity to give even more.”

Ted wants everyone to know that 

any amount is welcome and can make an 

impact. “It doesn’t matter if it’s a thousand, 

fi ve thousand or fi ve hundred thousand.”

Ted, a retired aerospace executive, 

and Donna, an elementary school teacher, 

share a philanthropic spirit. “We both 

like helping people,” Ted says. The couple 

donates time and money to many non-

profi t organizations and Ted also serves 

on several boards, including the American 

Red Cross, the Long Beach Symphony and 

Canine Companions for Independence, for 

which he is National Board President. 

Ted has been part of AbilityFirst’s 

Board of Directors since 2004, coming to 

the agency after 20 years on the board of 

Community Rehabilitation Industries in 

Long Beach, which merged with Ability 

First in 2004.

Residents of Lakewood and 

supporters of AbilityFirst’s Long Beach 

Center, the Rogahns are also familiar 

with the agency from a much different 

perspective. Both have found benefi t in 

the Long Beach Center’s warm water pool: 

Ted following back surgery and Donna is a 

regular swimmer there.

Ted’s own empathy for individuals 

facing physical and developmental 

challenges was inspired by a favorite 

cousin with cerebral palsy who died as 

a young girl. “She had a beautiful voice 

and she could play the piano,” he says. “I 

remember how nice she was. I didn’t look 

at her as being any different than I was. I 

just admired her talent.”

The greatest thing about his 

involvement with AbilityFirst, Ted adds, is 

seeing “the little happiness’s” that occur 

when agency programs change the way 

children and adults with disabilities feel 

about themselves. As they make advances 

toward realizing their potential, their 

experiences give program participants a 

sense of value, he says.

“That makes it all worthwhile.”

To learn more about the AbilityFirst 

Legacy Society or our many other giving 

opportunities, please call Vice President 

of Development Mary Beth Perrine at 

626.639.1743.

LEGACY SOCIETY
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ABILITYFIRST BENEFACTOR

$100,000 & OVER

Forest Lawn Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Shaw

ABILITYFIRST PARTNER

$50,000 & OVER

Roberta Heimark

Lena Longo

Union Bank of California 
Foundation

ABILITYFIRST VISIONARY

$25,000 & OVER

The Ahmanson Foundation

Anonymous

Comerica Bank

L.A. Care Health Plan

Los Angeles Lakers Youth 
Foundation

ABILITYFIRST ADVOCATE

$10,000 & OVER

Sue Brown

The Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation

Timothy Crane

Edison International

Employees Community Fund of 
Boeing So. Calif.

Eileen Fariester

Industrial Tire Service

John & Jennifer Kelly

KTLA-TV Charities Fund, a fund 
of the McCormick Tribune 
Foundation

Carol & John Llewellyn

Margaret Drury Construction

Northrop Grumman

Rotary Club of Los Angeles 
Foundation

Stuart & Patricia Wilkinson

ABILITYFIRST LEADER

$5,000 & OVER

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

John Bickford Foundation

Los Angeles County Deputy Fire 
Chief Jesus Burciaga

Charles Dunn Equities 1, LLC

Children’s Benefi t League

Susan & Steven Cobin Family 
Foundation

Coors Brewing Company

Mr. & Mrs. Ira J. Cree

Edison Employee Giving

Freeman E. Fairfi eld Foundation

John & Lori Gangemi

Marjorie & Dean Heller

Bess J. Hodges Foundation

Gina K. Holzman

David & Sophie King

Kraft Foods, Inc.

Long Beach Area Chamber of 
Commerce

McMaster-Carr Supply Co.

National Council for the 
Handicapped

National Charity League South 
Coast Chapter

The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation

Ontario Community Foundation

Kenneth P. Rossi

Margit F. Chiriaco Rusche

Norman Seastedt

Julia Shaw

Jaclyn Smith

Julie & Martin Smith

Sanford & Linda Smith

George Sofi anek

Leon Strauss Foundation

Southern California Edison 
Employee Giving

Triangle Distributing Co.

Wells Fargo Community Support 
Campaign

ABILITYFIRST CHAMPION

$2,500 & OVER

3M Foundation

Associated Administrators of Los 
Angeles

Dr. Albert Baktanian

Jon Basalone

Steve & Mary Brockmeyer

Chubb & Son

Citi Foundation

Christopher Clark

Virginia Culp

DPR Construction, Inc.

Richard A. Dreher

Ear Professionals International 
Corporation

Eric L. Foumberg & Co.

First Imperial Trading Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. Richard N. Frank

Richard R. Frank

Bob & Gaye Harris Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Jackson

Syed Kazmi

Majestic Realty Foundation

Marri’s Italian Family Restaurant

Kathryn E. Millan Memorial 
Foundation

Morrison & Foerster Foundation

National Charity League San 
Marino Chapter

Northern Trust

NSBN LLP

Denise L. Petitfi ls

Mary Beth Perrine

Mr. & Mrs. Michael C. Sanchez

Shell Trading (US) Company

The Personal Branding Group

Trader Joes

Alberta Toy

Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

George & Patricia Vick

James L. White Foundation

Willow Woods Quilters

Wright Ford Young & Company

ABILITYFIRST AMBASSADOR

$1,000 & OVER

Carolyn E. Aguayo

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Ardolf, Jr.

Bank of the West

Mike Bantuveris

Donna Battaglia

John & Mary Baxter

Laura K. Beck

Julie A. Benn

Mr. & Mrs. Mattheus C. Berbee

Mr. & Mrs. Tom A. Bishop

Bill Bloomfi eld

Honor Roll of Contributors
AbilityFirst gratefully acknowledges support received from the 

following individuals, corporations, foundations, estates and 

trusts, and support groups during fi scal year 2007-2008 (July 1, 

2007 – June 30, 2008). While the listing here recognizes donors 

whose gifts totaled $100 or more during the fi scal year, each and 

every gift and volunteer hour is valued by AbilityFirst. In spite of 

extensive efforts to avoid errors and omissions in this year’s honor 

roll of contributors, mistakes can occur. If your name was omitted, 

listed incorrectly or misspelled, please notify us. Gifts received 

after June 30, the close of the fi scal year, will be included in the 

subsequent year’s annual report. Thank you for your generosity.

AbilityFirst Giving Society
The AbilityFirst Giving Society was launched in 2005 to honor 

individuals and organizations that make an annual contribution of 

$1,000 or more. These contributors fi nancially assist AbilityFirst in 

meeting the needs of individuals with disabilities, while serving as 

ambassadors for AbilityFirst. We salute the following members of 

the Society during fi scal year 2007-2008.

DONORS
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Bolton & Company Insurance 
Brokers

Mr. & Mrs. Russel E. Burkett, Jr.

C.V. Ice Company, Inc.

California Vision Technologies

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur H. Cheney, Jr.

City of Claremont

City of Pasadena

CNA Foundation

Codington Construction Company

Colgate Palmolive Company

Mary F. Comerford

Thomas S. Cook

Crown Guild

Carolyn Dasher

Mr. & Mrs. John Davis

Department of Water & Power 
Employee Giving

Blanka & Jim Douglass

Margaret Drury

The Economy Shop, Inc.

Kathryn Edwards

Empire Diamond Co.

Bud and Mickey Erhardt

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Falkner

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Fariester

Berlinda Fontenot-Jamerson

FS Management

Galpin Ford

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Gamm

Mr. & Mrs. Estabrook Glosser

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Goldman

Greene, Broillet & Wheeler LLP

Mr. & Mrs. Randall K. Grossblatt

Hafi f Family Foundation

Dr. Gabriel Halperin

Preston G. Heimark

Thomas S. Homrighausen

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hsieh

Albert Huang

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Huo

Betty B. Hutchison

Leigh Isreal

IT Resources

Grady Jennings

Jane Kaczmarek

Kaiser Permanente

Henry Y. Kim, Jr.

Victoria F. Kimball

Kohl’s

Kroger

Kenny & Kelly Kunsek

Frank & Pat Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry G. Leigh

Mr. Ernest Lieblich

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur H. Littlejohns

Denise Longo

Longo Toyota

Lopez Engineering

Mary J. MacPherson

Mariani Packing Co., Inc.

Matt Masciandaro

Angela McCalister

Isis W. McDonald

Willie McGinest, Jr.

McNicholas & McNicholas

Michael K. Menerey, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Milton H. Merrill

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund S. Mockus

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Moore

Omar Naber

Mr. & Mrs. Julio S. Negrete

John S. Niendorff

Northrop Grumman Employees 
Charity Organization

Northrop Grumman Holiday Giving 
Program

Rebecca Ogorzalek

Mr. & Mrs. Andy Otero

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Pacheco

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Palumbo

Pasadena Lions Club

PennySaver

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore F. Perrine

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew C. Peterson

Philadelphia Indemnity Insurance 
Company

Privitt – Kavanaugh Family

Angela J. Reddock

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Revell

Richard Alatorre and Co.

Robinson-Kramer, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Rogahn

Mr. Charles A. Rohe

Rotary Club of Claremont

Rotary Club of Pasadena Foundation

Samoan Congregational Christian 
Church

Barbara A. Schlosser

Steve & Linda Schultz

Dave & Cindy Seastrom

Robert N. Sechrest

Sunny Impact, LLC

Josephine Tassi

TENET Healthcare Foundation 
Employee Giving Programs

Tetra Tech Inc.

The Foothill Group Inc.

Tracy Tobias

Univar USA Inc.

UNUMProvident Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Urquhart

Von Der Ahe Foundation

C. Richard Wagner, III

Donald R. Ware, M.D.

Wellpoint Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank N.A.

INDIVIDUALS & 

ORGANIZATIONS

$500 - $999

Advance Work Force, Inc.

Alpine Training Services

Emanuel Bachmann Foundation

Bank of America United Way 
Campaign

Joey M. Behrstock, CPA

Lee Borden

Donald R. Brabant

Brackenhoff Management Group 
Inc.

Lois J. Bradley

Mary Alice & Bob Braly

Byron T. Ball, Inc.

Cabot & Sons Funeral Directors

California Clutch & Gear

Calvary Assembly of God

Cars 4 Causes

Mr. & Mrs. Jeroy B. Cayen

Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Celek

Church of Religious Science

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Clotts

Doris Y. Coates

Concord Foods, Inc.

Dames Club

Delta Scientifi c Corporation

Diane Flaherty Associates, Inc.

Dicker and Dicker of Beverly Hills

J. Galen Eby

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Egley

Element Partners, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Ellis

Fred C. Emerson

Mr. & Mrs. Ismael Estrada

Everest National Insurance Co.

FannieMae Foundation

John Fata

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Gibson

Mr. & Mrs. David D. Gillespie

Seth Gilman

Samuel D. Glick

Green Hasson & Janks LLP

Barbara S. Hanson

Patricia Harsh

David Hartsman

Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Hawley

Christopher Haydel

Mark Hayes, CPA

HDSI Management, Inc.

Brian Hegarty

Judy Heimark

Stephen and Lydia Huang Charitable 
Foundation

Industrial Powersource

Lynn Komar

Long Beach Firefi ghters Honorary 
Association

June Logan

Donald Lopez

Mr. Paul Louis

Dr. & Mrs. James Luck

Marlene Madsen

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Mahr

Jose E. Marquez

Areva D. Martin, Esq.

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Mason

Mike Massey

Maxson & Associates

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Mc Bride

Cora McCasker

Mr. & Mrs. James E. McPherson

Lee Meriwether-Borden

Mr. & Mrs. David Meyerson

Corey Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin F. Montoya

June E. Moore-Logan

New York Life Insurance

Northhampton Peanut Company

NRC Environmental Services, Inc.

Marlene R. Otto

Paul R. Parrish, Jr.

Ron Perley

Petrojarl Inc.

Roman Phifer

Mr. & Mrs. George W. Playdon

Helen Polos

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Porter

Carolyn S. Powers

Precision Injection Molding 
Company

Marian Pure

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Quinn

Rainbow Center for Spiritual 
Enrichment

George & Julie Ramirez

Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Rodriguez, Jr.

Linda Rogers

Rotary Club of East Los Angeles, Inc.

Gay D. Serway

Wanda Sewak

Linda Silver

Roger J. Smith
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John Snider

Mr. & Mrs. M. Srinivas

Myrna Stevenson

Ernest & Judy Strobel

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew C. Sullivan

Shane Swenson

Charles Tapert

Mr. & Mrs. John Vogt

John Wacker

Carol L. Warren

William Hobin Ventures, Inc.

Betty R. Wilson

Kathy Wilson

Alan Yee

$250 - $499

Margaret Agrusa

Albertsons

Monica Alcantar

Charleen Alexander

Mr. Azfar Anwar & Ms. Bushra 
Yasin

Apple Graphics, Inc.

Avalon Carpet Service

Mary L. Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Barnhart

Henry P. Barretta

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas F. Beliakoff

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bellan

Mr. & Mrs. Burton E. Belzer

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Benwell

Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. Boardman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Bowden

Mr. & Mrs. Dalton M. Box

Robert P. Brennan

Helen Brentwood

Gloria Briggs

Joel E. Bronson

Gary D. Brown

Mike Brown

Juanita A. Buck

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Bunnell

Richard Carpenter

Casa Colina Children’s Services 
Center

Casey Castaldo

Elvira Castaneda

Diana K. Casteel

M. Graciela Castro

Ronald A. Chaisson, CFTA

Jacqueline J. Childs

Charles & Marilee Cofi eld

Commercial Cleaning Management

Christopher J. Condit

Contemporary Services

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cooper

Donald R. Costill

Bob Dahlstrom

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph De Franscisco

Cynthia Del Campo

Linda Demer

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford R. Dernham

Mr. & Mrs. John L. DiRosario

Do-A-Dot Art

William B. Dryden

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Durgerian

Elise T. Esquivel

Virginia M. Evans

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Farber

Annemarie B. Forster

J.E. Freeman

Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Fujimoto

John & Jacqueline Furby

Phil Gainsborough

Linda Garcia

Mr. & Mrs. Elihu Goldish

Jackey & Gary Gray

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Greenspan

Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Greenway

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Griffi ths

Laura Gross

Catherine Gunther

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Gutierrez

Gilbert E. Haakh

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Haering

Halbert Hargrove

Hall Electric

Tracy Hall

Mary Lu Hauser

David R. Hayden

Herb Heitzman

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Herman

Marisol Hernandez

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hole

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hollander

Douglas E. Holm

Bonnie J. Hooker

Brian Hughes

Jennings Insurance Services

Jason Jones

Miriam G. Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Jones

Joseph L. Chiriaco, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry W. Julian

Ken Kelting

Lora A. Kemock

Margaret Kemp

Kennard Design Group

Henry Y. Kim, Sr.

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

Francene Knowles

Wai Ling L. Kong

Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Kramer

Sandra Kurtz

Theresa M. Landers

Jin H. Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Jack G. Lescoulie

Jae Lim

Jenny Liu

Long Beach Center Guild

Los Angeles Police Relief 
Association Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Lynch

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Lynn

Capt. & Mrs. Richard B. MacFie

Marlene MacLeay

Macy’s West G.I.F.T.

Maddalena Vineyards/San Antonio 
Winery

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Maurice

Scott Mazenko

Mr. & Mrs. John F. McCasland

Nancy McCurley

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. McKinney

Michael T. Menerey

Grace Michihira

Kenneth Miles

Cynthia W. Milich

Eyal & Christel Mintz

Dr. & Mrs. Mario Molina

Cameron Moore

Mr. & Mrs. William M. Moore

Lidia Moreno

Melina Morgan

Timothy J. Morris

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick M. Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Fred G Nardi

National Healthcare Review, Inc.

Norco Crude Gathering, Inc.

Clark Ochikubo

Robin & Mark Oderman

Ralph L. Parke

Mr. & Mrs. Paige Parrish

Pasadena Tournament of Roses

Constance Perett

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Piechota

Laraine T. Pipoly

Jean Plant

Plant Peddlers

Arthur & Patricia Price Foundation

Ruth Priest

Quicktel Communications, Inc.

Patricia D. Randolph

Jessica S. Read

Mr. & Mrs. Rosendo Reyes

Mr. James Rieder

Valerie Robertson

Christine Wright Roper

Steven Saari

Mr. & Mrs. Pascual Sanchez

Elizabeth Santos

Kadaba Satish, M.D.

Donna Scarinza

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Schmitt

Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Schutz

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis M. Schwary

Margaret F. Scott

Leticia Serna

Kathy Shearer

Shelley’s Fashion Inc.

Beth Shevin

Albert D. Shonk, Jr.

Sierra Madre Elementary PTA

Amy Smith

Family of: Marcellus Smith-Holiway

Henry D. Sobel

Yvonne Soto

Brent Spates

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Spears

Rose Mary Spriggs

Honorable Harold Stanley

Steven J. Steiner

Victoria Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Stewart

Thomas P. Stover

Mr. & Mrs. William F. Struett

Sun Life

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Taboada

Nancy Terry

Jennifer Thomas

Joy Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Valentine

Glen Vanderveen

Vans Shoe Store

Van J. Wadlington

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Walley

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Warden

Fennie Washington

Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus G. Wasung

Waterworks Plumbing

Waywegos 4 Wheel Drive Club, Inc.

Dennis Wente

David A. Wheeler

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W. White

The Wilson Family

Mr. & Mrs. W. Edward Wood

Teri Woodruff

Virginia M. Wynne

Paige Yen

Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Yochum

Mr. & Mrs. Selwyn Yosslowitz

Lois M. Zelsdorf

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zepatos
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$100 - $249

Mr. & Anthony J. Abbate

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Abbate, Jr.

Lynette Abbott

Mr. & Mrs. Roberto Acosta & Family

Amy Addison

Catherine Adesina

Virginia Adkins

Jesus Adler

AFT College Staff Guild

Alan M. Aho

Air & Power Tool Specialist

Mr. & Mrs. David J. Aisenson

Denise Albright

Mrs. George Alexander

Shenette Alexander

Theresa E. Alfonso

All Cities Tool

Allstate Giving Campaign

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Alpert

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Alston

William C. Andersen

Jeffrey J. Andrews

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Anenberg

Jennifer Appleberry

Nicole Appleberry

Steven D. Asher

AT&T Services, Inc.

Jill Atkinson

Atlas Testing Laboratories

Grady Austin

Shirley Autrey

Arthur B. Aviles

B & L Studio Rentals

B.G. Israel Construction, Inc.

Louis Bacco

James Baker

Jeannette Baker

Laverne M. Baker

Baker Precision Bearing

Lorraine D. Baldwin

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Banales

Bandini Truck Terminal Inc.

Bank of America Foundation

Elaine Barber

Barbara Barker

Donna Barr

The Barr Family

Diane Barrett

Jean Barrett-Graham

Frank Barron

Jeanne Barry

Nancy Bauer

Anne & Steve Bauman

James Beaver

Kay Beck

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Becker

Mary Bell

Stephen Bello

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Beltran

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Benitez

Shelley D. Benner

Mark T. Bennett

Carol Ann Benson

Mr. & Mrs. Reese Benson

Robert Bermingham

Letha Bixler

Dr. & Mrs. Frank C. Blair, Jr.

Ronald H. Bloom

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Boardman

Deborah M. Bohnlein

Mary Bonilla

Jay Bradford

Jeffrey Braman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Braman

Denise Bran

The Bravo Family

Mary Bright

Mary Jane Brockmeyer

Marilyn W. Brooks

Christina Brown

Daniel Brown

Duane Brownstead

David Burger, M.D.

Janice Burrill

Sharlene M. Buss

Tracy L. Bustamante

California Agricultural Leadership 
Foundation

Calvary Chapel Golden Springs

Mr. & Mrs. John Cannady

Mr. & Mrs. Michael F. Carey

Helen M. Carlson

Alicia Carrillo

Rebecca R. Carroll

Judi D. Carruthers

K. S. Carruthers

Verni Carter

Casa Colina, Inc.

Guillermo Castellanos

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas K. Caughey

Cavanaugh Color

Donald R. Cavin

Kim L. Cavin

Robert Chamberlain

The Chapman Family

Jeanette F. Chesire

May Chow

Mickey Christiason

Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Chui

Elizabeth D. Cino

Citizens Business Bank

Mr. & Mrs. H. W. Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Clark

Nancy Clark

Caryn Clayton

Dr. & Mrs. Robert W. Cleveland

Linda M. Cloutier

CLW Fellowship Club

Johanna Clyborne

Sharon C. Collins

Joan Colmar

Community Dynamics, Inc.

Catherine Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Karl F. Cook

Loren P. Cooper

Deborah L. Cornejo

Frank Costa

Robin Coughlin

James Crabtree, D.D.S.

Mary Jane Craig

R M. Crockett

Craig T. Cross

Andrew Crowell

Crown Housing Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Cullinane

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Cummings

Mary Ann Cunningham

Dain Insurance Agency

Roger Darnell

Carl V. Davidson

Jean Dayak

Mr. & Mrs. Antonio de Cardenas

Mr. & Mrs. Ron de Crescent

Brad J. Dela Cruz

Jessica A. Delgado

James E. Demetriou

Linda DeRoo

Desert Oasis Vending

Scott A. Diederick

Donovan Diehl

John J. & Michael L. Doherty

Mayra Dominguez

Rick Dominguez

Anthony J. Dominicis

Mr. & Mrs. James K. Donelson

Gladys H. Doscher

Patrick Dougherty

Barry Drake

Debra Droste

Mr. & Mrs. I. Morley Drucker

Susan DuBrin

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey M. Duer

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dunevant, Jr.

Elyessa Dunn

Kenneth Dunn

Marylou Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Durham

Gabrielle Durrell

Timothy J. Dwerryhouse

Lillian Eagleson

Ann Eby

Jeffrey Eby

Lena M. Echols

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Eckstrom

Norma Lynn Elloitt

Paulette J. Elrod

Engine One

Lorana Enroth

Eric S. Jacobson, Attorney at Law

Diane Erickson

Monica E. Esparza

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Espisito

Ethan Christopher, LLC

Barbara Evenson

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Everett

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Ewing

Garold L. Faber

Amy Fajardo

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farley

Lesley Farquhar

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fedde

Mr. & Mrs. Joel J. Fetchenhier

Sandra & Paul Fielding

Robert Finkelstein

First Congregational Church of 
Long Beach

Donald F. Foley

Susan L. Footdale

Darlene Forest

Patricia Forsberg

Mr. & Mrs. John Foster

Mr. & Mrs. Keith N. Foster

Cheryl Fox

Marybeth Fraire

Oscar Franco

Jean Frederick

Christopher Freeberg

Josh Freeman

Kenneth Fujii

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Fujita

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Furlong

Furniture Marketing Concepts

G & M Construction Co.

Baudelia Gaeta

Debra S. Gallagher

Herbert I. Galperson

Victoria Gammer

Heather L. Garcia

Maria Garcia

The Goodwin/Garcia Family

Patricia Garcia

Sylvia Garcia

Bonnie K. Gately

Cecilia Gatica

Mr. & Mrs. Ritchie L. Geisel

Gelb Enterprises

Mr. & Mrs. John T. Genest

Dr. & Mrs. Erwin Gerberg

Robert B. Giase

Evan Gibbs

Mr. & Mrs. James Gibson
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Marc A. Gilmartin

Lolly Gilmore

Cynthia Gitt

Glendale Women’s Athletic Club

Glendora Woman’s Club

Glory M’Lou’s Boutique

Regina D. Glover

Albert Goering

Ricardo Gonzales

Dacia Gonzalez

Tangie Gould

Marilyn Graves

Bette Gray

Green Dog & Cat Hospital

Susan Green

Richard J. Greenberg

Michael Grimaldo

Yolanda Grisolia

Mr. & Mrs. Leland Groshong

Jean L. Gross

Marshall B. Grossman

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Grussmeyer

Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Q. Gurrola

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Hackworth

Gail Haghjoo

Jim Hall

M. Hall

Dorothy J. Hallett

Bryce Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Hamilton

Mr. & Mrs. William T. Hammond

Mrs. James C. Hankla

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert L. Harger

Sandra Harlan

Donald B. Harrell

Mr. & Mrs. Rachford Harris

Dr. Philip & Tanya Hart

Colleen Hartley

Gloria Haynes

Mr. & Mrs. Douglass A. Haywood

Betty Healy

Mr. & Mrs. Todd D. Hedger

Thomas Heer

Mr. & Mrs. David E. Heinze

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Held

Lupe Hemauer

Danny Hernandez

Charlene Herron

Randall Hertel

Patricia M. Hicks

Marguerite Hil

Jeanne Hill

Anne B. Hills

Dr. Rick M. Hirsch

Mr. & Mrs. R. S. Hirsh

Rabith Hitti

Michael G. Hoeschen

William W. Holden

Margaret P. Holland

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Holland

Hollywood Film Company

Mr. & Mrs. Gary S. Holmes

Jennifer L. Holmes

Paul Hosch

Carolyn R. Houser

Marilyn C. Hudson-West

Dorothy A. Hunt

Bonnie Hutchins

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Inouye

International Plate Collectors Guild

Ann-Jane Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. Earnest L. Jackson

Marilouise E. Jackson

Stephen Jamieson

Maggie & Jorge Jarrin

Bibiana Jauregui

Marcia D. Jefferies

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Jimenez

The Brown/Jimerson Family

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford L. Johnson

Linda M. Johnson

Monica Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Jones

Kristen Jones

Norma Jordan

Satish S. Kadaba, M.D.

Mr. & Mrs. William Kahrs

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kaley

Lillie Kalmenson

Danny Kamboh

Dr. & Mrs. John T. Kanegaye

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Karlson

Margaret M. Karren

Helga F. Kasparek

Peggy A. Kaus

John Kearns

Keepers International

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Keller

Rhoda S. Kelpner

Richard D. Kent

Ruby W. Kerr

Jacqueline Khatib

Gary Kilgour

Mary C. Kincaid

Melinda King

Sandra L. King

Mr. & Mrs. Elbert L. Kinnebrew

R. R. Kirkpatrick

John Kirst

Daniel Kivel

Larry F. Klimas

Blanche A. Kline

Mr. & Mrs. William K. Knipps

Takanori Kobayashi

Michael Koenig

Ben Kolpa

Richard Kolpa

KPMG

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Krasnoff

Bill Krauss

Marilynn B. Kretschmer

Lillian M. Kreuper

Laura W. Kroth

L.A.C.C.D.

Leopold J. La Rocque

Andrea La Russa

Mary Jo Labrie

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Lacey

Doris J. Lacour

Victoria Laham

Lakewood Auto Care Inc.

Linda Lambert

Melissa J. Lambert

Debra Lamberth

Land Design Consultants, Inc.

Aurora Landin

Mr. & Mrs. Jay N. Langos

Marie Lara-Padron

Christine Larscheid-Jones

Larsen & Risley, Inc.

Kirsten Larsen

Family of Erik S. Larsen

Daniel Laster

Kathleen Laub

Vid Laurusaitis

Deborah Laux

Alan M. League

Jeanette Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Leuschen

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Levinson

Gail Levitt

David Lewis

Justine W. Lewis

William Lewis

Geofrey Leyva

Laura Liang

Liberty Tax Service

Jimmy Lim

Arthur P. Lindars

Katherine Lindars

Mr. & Mrs. John Lindberg

Mr. & Mrs. David Lippey

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph N. Lipscomb

Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Little

Patti Loitz

Family of Nicolas Lomberto

Nicole Lomonaco

Fred Lopez

The Lopez Family

Cecilia Lopez-Arreola

Los Angeles Area Council BSA

Elaine Lotwin

Linda J. Lowe

Kelly Loy

Carolyn D. Lucas

Chad Lund

Pat Lush

Anne Luu

Mr. & Mrs. James MacLennan

Krystal MacLennan

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Maggio

Jennifer Maglio

R. F. Magnacca

Graeme Magruder

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Mahr

Marjorie W. Maiden

Maryanne Malzone-Miller

Sylvia Mancino

Erik N. Manqueros

Roberta Manshel

Barbara Markay & Alec Cast

Donald Markese

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Marks

David Martin

Jamie Martin

Julie L. Martin

Oscar Martinez

Carlos F. Mascias

Octavia Mason

Mattel Children’s Foundation

Frances L. Mayo

Darrel Mazenko

Mark Mazenko

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Mc Caughan

Joetta Mc Cuaig

Jack R. McCarthy

Jon T. McCarty, II

Erin McConahey

Richard McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy L. McFadden

Allison McGowen

Mr. & Mrs. J.A. McKellep

Dawn McKenna

Karen McNulty

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Meert

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Meguiar

Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph H. Melinat

Valerie Mellen

William Mellor

Mr. & Mrs. Linwood E. Melton

Miriam Mendlinger

Christina Mendoza

Georgia Mercer

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Messina

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Messner

M. B. Meudell

Sunelei Meylor

Marilyn L. Miles

Diana Milich

Emilce Militello

Connie Miller

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Miller



24

Mr. & Mrs. A. Mindel

Maria C. Minervini

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Minor

Steve H. Minor

Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Miraglia

Roy H. Misenhimer

Mission Foods

Charlotte M. Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Moffi tt

Julie Moncayo

Sandy & Greg Montgomery

Alan Moore

Susan Moore

Faustino J. Moran

Marcia Morocco

Dennis Morrill

Kristine Morrill

Thomas Morrison

Carol Moss

Virginia L. Mouzakis

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Mowbray

Lorraine Muhammad

Suzanne Mullen

Paula Mundo

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Munoz

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin G. Murphy

Michael Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Demettrio D. Murray

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Murray

Shirley L. Myers

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Nakakura

Lourdes Navarro

Mr. & Mrs. J. Allyn Nelson

Lorna Nelson

Nestle Employee Giving

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Newman

Jonathan Nhean

Nick’s Tire & Brake Service

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Nicolai

Chad A. Nikoletich

Mary K. Nottage

Timothy P. O’Brien, Esq.

Sean R. O’Donnell

Patricia M. O’Fallon

Susanne W. O’Gara

Dr. & Mrs. William Olson

Robert S. O’Meara

Barbara J. O’Neill

Ynez V. O’Neill

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Ordonez

Bernadine C. Orintas

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Osterman

Mr. & Mrs. Mike O’Sullivan

Marian L. Otis

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ottoman

Lee L. Palmer

Letecia Palm-Leis

Diana H. Palmquist

Karen Paradise

Bob Parker

Edward Parker

Pasadena Community Foundation

Janet Pasker

Patricia’s Restaurant

Gloria G. Patterson

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. Payne

Tyler Payne

Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Pedersen

June Pena

Ronald A. Penn

The Marasco/Penn Family

Raymond M. Pennell

Nora Percy

Bart Perez

Mr. & Mrs. John Perrine

Jacquelin Perry, M.D.

Bryan Petersen

Robert L. Peterson

Stacy Phillips

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Piatt

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Pickering

Pickett & Associates, Inc.

Pilgrim Congregational Church

Michael Pimental

Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Pirkowitsch

Leanne A. Polacco

Arthur Polansky

Susan Poplar

Leah Porter

Paul M. Porter

PrintBiz

Brian Proud

Mr. & Mrs. Dante Puccinelli

Carol Ragusa

Hans H. Ralk

Hector Ramirez

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Ramirez, Jr.

Lisa Ramos-Oakley

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Randolph

Francesco Rapisarda

Day Ravenscroft

Albert Rea

Diana L. Regan

Kelly Reid

Teddie-Joy Remhild

Michael J. Rena

Kimberly G. Restivo

Beverly B. Reynolds

Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Reynolds

Richards Family Charitable 
Foundation

Jeffrey Richards

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Richards

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Richardson

Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Riel

Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Riley

Betty Ann Roberts

Sandra H. Roberts

Toni A. Roberts

Robin Hood Music Co.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Robinson

Robinson’s Manor

Charlene Roche

Annette E. Rodrigues

Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Rodriguez

Thomas D. Roe

Rolling Glen Ranch

Connie Romano

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Romer

Mark Romero

Aracely Rosales

Jean P. Rose

Marianne Rose

Deborah Rosemhildt

Rita Rosen

Lisa Rosenthal

Edward P. Roski, Jr.

Donald A. Ross

Sue Rossi

Lorna Rowland

Lydia Rudametkin

Brenda Rushforth

Guy Ruttenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. Ryall

Rebecca Ryan

Rytan Incorporated

Elizabeth Saba

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Sabol

Sarah Saewert

Anna J. Salazar

Phil Salazar

Patsy R. Sampson

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Samuelson

Fathaazam Sanaee

Adelaide E. Sanagan

Earlean Sanders

The Sanders Family

Alice Sato

David Satterberg

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Sauter, Jr.

Schaier’s Nissan of Long Beach

Steve Scheinwald

James Schultz

Jill Schwartz

Julia Schwartz

Kathryn Schwinn

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Scott

Natalie Seaman

Albert Segal

Margaret Seitz

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Selbst

John Semcken

Mr. & Mrs. Jess Senecal

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Shackelford, Jr.

Jagdish J. Shah

Makom O. Shalom

Freda E. Shelley

Robert L. Shipp

Billie Short

Nancy Shuford

Rebecca Silos

Mr. & Mrs. George Simmers

Earnest Siwicki

Ethel Skolnick

Patricia Slaback

Lizabeth Slater

Smidt Family Foundation

Billie Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Smith

Marty Smith

Elenore Solorzano

Something Special Precious 
Moments

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Sorensen

Steve Sortijas

The Speicher Family

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin J. Staley

Brenda Starkins

Dr. & Mrs. Walter G. Stegeman

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Steins

Micheal E. Steppe

Paul E. Sterba, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Sterner

Patricia A. Stevens

Myrna Stevenson

Valerie B. Stevenson

Timothy B. Still

Brent Studler

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Sun

Sundial Electric

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Suttie

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Sykora, Jr.

Denise Berry-Talkington

Joe Tassi

June Teitsworth

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Thatcher

The Greater LA Woman

Therapeutic Living Centers for the 
Blind

Helen L. Thompson

Kristen Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Mendell L. Thompson

Barbara Thorn-Otto

Mary I. Threlkeld

Marta Tisher

Frederick Toland

Mr. & Mrs. Victor E. Tolle

Frances Tomich
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Andy Torres

Beverly Toy

Christopher Toy

Mark Toye

Melvin Toye

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Toye

Perry Travis

Julia P. Tseng

A. James Tucker

George R. Turk, II

Kenneth Turknette

Joyce H. Turner

Jennifer Uh

Jodie Ullman

Union Bank of California 
Foundation Matching Gifts

United Builders

Miguel Urrea

Adam Valenzuela

Delia C. Valenzuela

Kent R. Valley

Daphne Vandegrift

Mr. & Mrs. Dale A. Vanderbilt

Dr. & Mrs. Brian Vanderbilt

The Varela Family

Norma Varela

Clayton Varga

Christina Vegas

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Vena

Stephanie Verabian

Albert Vergara

Verizon Communications 
Employee Giving

Mr. & Mrs. David Vicencia

Andrea Victor

Julie Villanueva

Vision Service Plan

Ruth Wagner

Becca Wahlquist

Cecil A. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. James Wallace

Vera Mae Walsh

Evelyn Walton

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Waltrip

Anna Wang

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Ward

Lawrence Watson, O.D.

Ms. Carol Webb & Mr. Robert Menar

James R. Wegge, Jr.

Annie L. Wei

Mark Welles

Wells Fargo Community 
Support Campaign

The West Family

Carolyn West

Jann Whisenant

Janet V. White

Myrna Wigod

Douglas L. Wiley, Jr.

Laurence Wilkinson

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Will

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Willard

Doris J. Williams

Anna Williamson

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney L. Williamson

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Wilmoth

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Wilson

John L. Wilson, Jr.

Scotty Wilson

Sheila A. Woehler

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Wolf

Paul D. Wolfe

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Wolfson

Greg Worchell

Mr. & Mrs. John Wright

Chris A. Yauch

Jack Yeh

Howard S. York

Rebecca York

Valerie J. York

W. M. Young

Mr. & Mrs. James Yu

Nancy Yung

The Zampiello Family

BEQUESTS, TRUSTS & 

ESTATES

Estate of William Peter Albrecht, Jr.

Estate of Selma E. Andrews

Estate of Elizabeth Gertrude Bishop

Estate of Martha R. Brady

Memorial Trust of Nancy Brower

Estate of Margaret Burgwald

Estate of Raymond Frank Callier

Estate of Gladys Edenbaugh

Trust of Lottie Elman

Estate of Benjamin Fuente

Trust of Jocelyn Gibbons & 
Mary Scott Marks

William H. Halpenny Family Trust

Estate of Edward Augustus 
Harpstrite

Estate of Harry & Anne Harrison

Estate of Elizabeth E. Herrick

Estate of Cecile W. Lewis

Trust of Virginia Martindale

Trust of Jane & Marc Nathanson

Estate of John Jack Pick

Estate of Woodrow & 
Margaret Romine

Trust of Seymour Rosen

Estate of Loretta E. Timbrook

Estate of Kittie E. Vencill

Estate of Don C. Ware

Estate of Catherine F. Wayes

TRIBUTE GIFTS – 

IN HONOR OF

During fi scal year 2007-2008 

gifts were made to AbilityFirst 

in honor of the following 

individuals, groups and events.
James & David Amos

Zachary H. Andronicos

Autism Awareness

Blake Bentwood

Judy & Ed Blonski

Jeanette & Carl Blum

Monet Bourdeau

Rich Carpenter

Author Cheney, III

Chris & Shannon’s Anniversary

Court Clyborne

Michael C. D’Alessandro

Ryan Davison

Alexia Lyn Deubner

Roy Eby

Steven Falkner

Carol Fernandez

Jeri Formby

Dr. William & Ruth Frank

Valorie & Lief Frederick

Shirley Freedland

Charles Gooden

Steve Graham, Jr.

Marilyn Graves

John Harriet

Kendra Michelle Hawkins

Molly Heman

Darryl Henry

Elizabeth Lee Holland

Ryan Hooker

Dylan Jones

David & Sophie King

Kelly Kunsek

Daniel Lee

Marian Lerner

AJ Longo & Associates

Melanie Lynn

Brandon Macino

Krystal MacLennan

Nick Mora Marco

Bud Marshall

Ernest Martin

Emilia Martinez

June Matthies

Andrew Miller

Nick Minter

Laura Murphy

Earl F. Nation, M.D.

Lake E. Nofer

Tim O’Brien

Javier Ortiz

Ryan James Padillo

Camp Paivika

Alexanderia Parrish

Len Partida

Rylie Marie Patterson

Ted & Bernita Perrine

Mary Beth Perrine

Kelly Privitt

Debbie Purgason

Jeffrey Rinsky

Daniel Romo

Dr. & Mrs. Donald Rosman

Rosalie Ruiz

Melinda Sanders

Stacey Santomauro

Russell Shackelford

Yvonne Schavoni

Jaclyn Smith

Anya & Margi Stern

Laura Stewart

Andrew Yosslowitz

TRIBUTE GIFTS—

IN MEMORY OF

During fi scal year 2007-2008 

gifts were made to AbilityFirst 

in memory of the following 

individuals and groups.
Fatiha Abdallah

Mr. William Albrecht

Frances A. Armstrong

E.O. Bachmann

William Baker

Jennie Blaney

Frank Bonanno

Brenda Lee Bradley

William Bray

Devon Caouette

Joseph & Faye Colton

Pat Costill

Daughter Deanna

Geraldine Deotsch

Dina

Giacomo DiRosario
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Yvonne Nelson Dooley

Carol A. Dougherty

Aurora Duarte

Betty Ede

Samuel Esquenazi

Vicente Ferrer

Loretta Fitzgerald

James Foley

Lawrence L. Frank

David Freeman

Shirley Gering

Rocco Mario Girillo

Michael Gombar

Clyde Goodyear

Mark & Anthony Gray

Albert J. Hicks

Frances Himes

Ray Jones

Srinivas Kadaba

Joana Lakin

Barbara A. Lambert

Joana Lakin

Nyna Myers Larmer

Scott Lasater

Jim Logan

Michael Lowen

Srinivas Lyengar

Ruth MacCulloch

C.W. May, Jr.

Don McMahon

Glen Melland

Maria Mendoza

Camp Joan Mier

Lorraine Petitfi ls

Dr. Bernard Pogorel

Debbie Purgason

Enrico Rea

Destiny Reese

Christopher J. Sauter

Kay Schlottman

Al Schubert

Jay Schwartz

F. M. Scott, III

Debbie Shaw-Stratz

Randy Simmons

Joyce Skalski

David M. Spriggs

Nancy Ruth Stevens

Inger Stevens

Francisco Javier Tiscareno

Arthur Toy, M.D.

Carolyn Toy

Rose Marie Vacca

Maria Vena

Janet Venoba

George Vick, Jr.

Mae Eileen O’Dell Walsh

Yvonne Warden

Sandra Webb

Geri Weir

Jimmy Woehler

Jules Woehler

Helen D. Wolfe

Ted Wootton

Ben Wright

LEGACY SOCIETY

The Legacy Society was 

created to honor individuals 

who have recognized 

AbilityFirst in their estate 

plans or other planned giving 

arrangements. AbilityFirst 

is grateful to the following 

individuals who have made 

AbilityFirst part of their legacy.
Charles F. Axelson

Mary Alice & Bob Braly

Roberta M. Bode

Sue Brown

Jeanne A. Carr

Ercile Christmas

Raymond George De Peters

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Douglass

Maria French, Ph.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Estabrook Glosser

Margaret P. Holland

Verona Ingram

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. Williams Maas

Michael Morris

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Parker

Paul M. Popp

Rebecca Qualls

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Rogahn

Lorraine Schavoni

Marian M. Wilson

John M. Wolsdorf

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In September 2007, the 

AbilityFirst Board of Directors 

approved a $5 million capital 

campaign to replace the small 

and outdated AbilityFirst 

Harry A. Mier Center in 

Inglewood with a new, state-

of-the-art facility, to be known 

as the Joan and Harry A. 

Mier Center. The following 

list includes individuals, 

foundations and organizations 

who have made gifts of 

pledges, as of December 31, 

2008, to Building Independence-

Celebrating Community: The 

AbilityFirst Capital Campaign 

for the Joan and Harry A. 

Mier Center.

INNOVATOR

$250,000 & OVER

Forest Lawn Foundation

FOUNDER

$100,000 & OVER

Lena Longo

BUILDER

$50,000 & OVER

Cacique Foundation

DEVELOPER

$25,000 & OVER

Lawrence L. Frank Foundation

John & Jennifer Kelly

David & Sophie King

Stuart & Patricia Wilkinson

FRIEND

$10,000 & OVER

Steve & Mary Brockmeyer

The Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation

Blanka & Jim Douglass

Lena M. Echols

James & Barbara Feiga

FreeAssociates Group, Inc.

John & Jacqueline Furby

John & Lori Gangemi

Dr. Philip & Tanya Hart

Areva D. Martin, Esq.

Eyal & Christel Mintz

Mordena M. Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy P. O’Brien

Mary Beth, Bernita V. & Theodore 
F. Perrine

R. C. Baker Foundation

Angela J. Reddock

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Rogahn

Dave & Cindy Seastrom

Sanford, Linda & Taylor Smith

Donald R. Ware, M.D.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

DONORS

$1,000 - $9,999

Carolyn E. Aguayo

John & Mary Baxter

Laura K. Beck

Charles & Marilee Cofi eld

DPR Construction, Inc.

Berlinda Fontenot-Jamerson

Maria French, Ph.D.

Marjorie & Dean Heller

Privitt – Kavanaugh Family

Ralph S. & Ruby C. Laster

Frank & Pat Lee

Isis W. McDonald

Booker T. & Imogene Moten

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew C. Peterson

George & Julie Ramirez

Steve & Linda Schultz

George & Patricia Vick
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Board of Directors
OFFICERS

Angela J. Reddock, Esq. Chair

Carol Llewellyn, Vice-Chair

Ted Rogahn, Treasurer

Steve Brockmeyer, Secretary

MEMBERS

Charles F. Axelson, Honorary

John J. Baxter, CLU, ChFC

Russel Burkett, Honorary

Marshall Chuang, Honorary

Gilbert B. de Cardenas

Jim Douglass, Honorary

Berlinda Fontenot-Jamerson

Richard R. Frank

Maria French, Ph.D

Philip S. Hart, Ph.D

Marjorie Heller

John Kelly

David W. King 

Jon Kmett, Honorary

Ralph Laster, Honorary

Patricia Lee

Areva Martin, Esq.

Mordena Moore

Andrew Peterson, Esq., Honorary

George A. Ramirez

David Seastrom 

Kenneth Simon, Honorary

Sanford L. Smith, A.I.A.

Patricia Vick, Esq.

Donald Ware, M.D.

Stuart M. Wilkinson

John M. Wolsdorf, Honorary

Honorary Chairpersons
Jane Kaczmarek

Lee Meriwether

Jaclyn Smith

Housing Governance Board
OFFICERS

Jose Marquez, Chair

Albert Huang, Vice Chair

Herbert H. Simmons, Treasurer

Milton Merrill, Secretary

MEMBERS

John Elizalde

Barbara Feiga

Estabrook “Skip” Glosser

Philip S. Hart, Ph.D

Darrin Lyons

Jose “Joe” Mercado

Mark Trabing

Betty R. Wilson

Corporate Offi cers
Lori E. Gangemi, President and CEO

Steven Schultz, Vice President , Finance 
and Administration

Mary Beth Perrine, Vice President, 
Development

LEADERSHIP
as of December 1, 2008
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Headquarters
1300 East Green Street
Pasadena CA 91106
626.396.1010
626.361.1021 fax
info@abilityfi rst.org
www.abilityfi rst.org

Department Managers
Carolyn Aguayo, Director of 

Communications
Laura Beck, Director of 

Human Resources
Joel Bronson, Director of 

Information Technology
Dan Detwiler, Facilities Manager
Syed Kazmi, Controller
Isis McDonald, Director of Business 

and Employment Services
Kelly Privitt, Director of Programs

Camp
CAMP PAIVIKA

Kelly Kunsek, Director
mail:
PO Box 3367
Crestline CA 92325
location:
600 Playground Drive
Crestline CA 92325
909.338.1102

Commumity Centers
ANAHEIM PROGRAM

Cindy Valencia, Director
2660 West Broadway
Anaheim CA 92804
714.821.7448

CLAREMONT CENTER

M. Graciela Castro, Director
480 South Indian Hill Boulevard
Claremont CA 91711
909.621.4727

EAST LOS ANGELES CENTER

Monica Alcantar, Director
154 North Gage Avenue
Los Angeles CA 90063
323.268.8178

HARRY A. MIER CENTER

Christel Mintz, Director
8090 Crenshaw Boulevard
Inglewood CA 90305
323.753.3101

LAWRENCE L . FRANK CENTER

Michael Barkyoumb, Director
201 South Kinneloa Avenue
Pasadena CA 91107
626.449.5661

LONG BEACH CENTER

Barbara Schlosser, Director
3770 East Willow Street
Long Beach CA 90815
562.426.6161

NEWPORT-MESA CENTER

Joy Thomas, Director
mail:
PMB 220
1175 Baker Street, Unit E-19
Costa Mesa CA 92627
location:
1060 Paularino Avenue
Suite A
Costa Mesa CA 92626
714.546.6727

PAUL WESTON CENTER

Jeffrey Richards, Director
6530 Winnetka Avenue
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818.884.6612

Employment Services
Eddie Zhang, Supported 

Employment Manager
3447 Atlantic Avenue
3rd fl oor
Long Beach, CA 90807
562.570.3661

Housing
ABILITYFIRST APARTMENTS 

HEMET

Richard Petersen, Manager
1360 East Acacia Street
Hemet CA 92544
951.766.7089

ABILITYFIRST APARTMENTS 
IRVINE

Shellie Minnicks, Manager
14501 Harvard Avenue
Irvine, CA 92606
949.559.5902

CROWN HOUSE

Daniel Trevino, Administrator
3055 East Del Mar Boulevard
Pasadena CA 91107
626.440.9090

IVY GLEN APARTMENTS

Aramazd Abed-Stephen, Manager
133 North Cedar Street
Glendale CA 91206
818.241.3888

LAKELAND MANOR APARTMENTS

Jeri West, Manager
13331 Lakeland Road
Santa Fe Springs CA 90605
562.944.9650

MAPLE PARK APARTMENTS

Tasha Jenkins, Manager
711 East Maple Street
Glendale CA 91205
818.507.1969

MORENO VALLEY APARTMENTS

Jimmy Evans, Manager
24545 Bay Avenue
Moreno Valley CA 92553
951.247.0230

PACIFIC RIM APARTMENTS

Anthony Barnes, Manager
230 South Grevillea Avenue
Inglewood CA 90301
310.672.7221

RANCHO DEL VALLE 
APARTMENTS

Ninfa Vasques, Manager
6560 Winnetka Avenue
Woodland Hills CA 91367
818.347.1440

SEA BREEZE MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Jaime Valle, Manager
2067 Alamitos Avenue
Signal Hill CA 90806
562.494.9086

SIERRA ROSE

Daniel Trevino, Administrator
3053 ½ East Del Mar Boulevard
Pasadena CA 91107
626.578.0118

VILLA MALAGA APARTMENTS

Lilia Gomez, Manager
4704 East Dozier Street
Los Angeles CA 90022
323.980.8402

Work Centers
L .L . FRANK WORK CENTER

Fennie Washington, Director
3812 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles CA 90037
213.748.7309

PASADENA WORK CENTER

Peter Yoou, Director
2570 East Foothill Boulevard
Pasadena CA 91107
626.449.5662

PAUL WESTON WORK CENTER

Donald Costill, Director
6530 Winnetka Avenue
Woodland Hills CA 91367
818.884.5112

DIRECTORY 
as of December 1, 2008

Editor
Carolyn Aguayo

Writing
Lynne Heffl ey

Design
FreeAssociates

Photography
Jim Douglass
Ed Krieger
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Imagine the possibilities when diverse 
people live, work and play together to 
achieve goals, and experience boundless love 
and friendship to last a lifetime.



1300 East Green Street
Pasadena, California 91106
626.396.1010
www.ability rst.org


